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MY LORD, 
FIEIRF as juſt ſend- 
{16 118 "away the 


| SS ASIDE) Jaft ſheets of 
"the enſning 


plain diſcourſe to the 
Ft refs, When the neWs 
A2 came 


The Epiltle 
' Cameof your berng madel) 
| Biſhop of ths Ducceſs :|1 
| Inasexceedinelytranſ-l/ 
| ported withthe tidings|* 
of ſo great a bleſsing|« 
befaln this part of the]: 
Church, and could ot\1 
reftrain my joy from|: 
| 
| 
| 
( 


running out wnto this 
Application & Adiatreſs 
which 1 intend not | 
much to congratulati 
your new Digtuty, as ' 
the happineſs of Us | 
Your Clergy , andthil 
Whole 


Dedicatozy. 

2 whole People, in the 

:]relation we now have to 
: -|ſo: excellent a ape 
[Your Lordfhips wil- 
2 dom, juſtice, 'piety, 
| and diligence have 
| made themſelves ſo e- 
m| minent in the long con- 
's| rinued, happy, and ap- 
pla uded Government of 
ol one of the " famous 
el Unrverſities of the 
1s] world, that Wwe confi- 
F dently promiſe onv 


A ſelves great felicaties 
le A 3 from: 


= Lhe Epilkle 
| fromthe Paternal Pre / 
| fidencyand Authority F 
of / rh an experienced] y 
Crovernour ; And | be-| « 
lieve there is not a con-\ 
cernd man, Who is ſen-| 
foble of the advantages| | 
of good order, but ble. | 
feth God andthe King 
for ſo gracious and de-|' 
firable a» Election. 
This, My Lord, It 
might Fas. 14p03 the 
publick Fame of youer| 
known merits , but be- 


fraes 


C_ 
P —_y «<0. ®®.. 


—— 


Dedicatozy. 
4 fades that I have had 
[particular experrence of 
dl your wiſdom and can- 
-dour , Which gives me 
| 4 greater paſsi0n to de- 
-Iclare the veneration | 
's| have for yort; and 1I'Wwiſh 
|] conld'do it in a wa) 
el /utable to your great 
-| worth , and mine OWn 
1| reſentments of 1t.; but 
If :#ſiead of a'proper te- 
e| flimony, I muſt beg your 
rt Lordſhip to. accept of a 
-| fincere.: 0u6; and tich 
I 


ry 04} 
 thers needed fome ſuch 1 
#4 > 


The Epiſtle 


I heremake you in thi! 


ſmall offermg, the ſlen4, 


der Firſt-truits of you? 
Draoceſs. me 
T he Diſconrſe I firſt? 
defren'd only for the uſe 
of my own people, but || 
knew not how to get|« 
tranſcribed Copies e&47 
nough for them ; and'l\ 
confider d to) many 0 


exhortation , as well / 
thoſe of my particular | 


Charge, anl therefc a 


thought 


Dedicatozy, 
balthought that this little 
aJEfſay might not be 
wholly uſeleſs to the 
Publick, 1 have writ it 
rAl7z a plain and unheed- 
ſqed file; becauſe 1jude 
 Ifuch mgſtfit for praCti- 
ef cal MAHCNS FR eſpecially 
e4 mm -apphications to the 
| populace.; and take 7t 
2 for an eftabliſht, eter- 
þ nal Rule for {uch 4d- 
a4 dreſſes , whether by 
u preaching or writing, 
4 that they (bould be per- 
W..--- fl ormed 


_ 


The Epiſtle 


formed in the way thatla 


is moſt ealie and natu- 


ral; andnothing onghjty 
to be ſtudied 7 thelp 


language for ſuch 004! 


frons , but how to exAr 
| preſs the matter moſiic 
| _ futably and: plainly] 


But I need" not havel; 


made th's Apologie to; 


your Lordihip, who 
&BOW, ug ſenſe 
n an ealie and proper 
phraſe is for ever the 
trueſt and beſt - elo- 


QUENCE - 


O 


| 


Dedicato2y, 
aguence.: Theres more 
tHcaru/e.T ſhonld crave 
flyour pardon for prefix- 
Tf oo 
lng your Lordſhips name 
Wbefore a diſconrſe of ſo 
many other zmmperfett:- 
/Hons: This, my Lord, I 
711do., and have this to 
el plead for the obtaining 
0] it, that I'was tranſpor- 
0] ted by the occaſion and 
| the Wefire 1 have to. 


r| make known how happy © © 


e|I eSteem this Diocels 
-| zn ſo venerable « Pre- 
late ; 


Tho Epiſtle, xc. 
late: and” how-much| 
particularly- I an ve- 


edat this welcome 
Providence, being, 


Right. Reverend. Father, F 


ant 
BS 1 


Your: Lordſhips moſt.” d 
affeftionate Honouren«o 
Ag '0: 


| | 1n1 
ki h $5. ; | | y: 2 
QON- BCE '4 ©. Bak, 
£5 PTR. 


"_ _ ITT 25 Ss aA. - 
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on Tt af drtanary « Ib 
-$1.3. 5 91981209V 0\ 8þ. 


ATT «: 4 
- = 


(1) 


_—_— 


TO THE 
£OPLE of my Charge. 


My Dear Neighbours, 
Lthough Je of the publick 

A Miniſtry cannot expect to 
do much by our perſwaſions, 

and indeavours , in ſuch an Age 
55 this , Yet we ought to perſevere 
xn our work with Courage and Re- 
olution , and not (uffer our (elves 
(\o be overborn by any difficulties, 
-Þr diſcouragements whatſoever : 
»:For Duty belongs to us, butevents 
into God, who will reward the 
abourers whatever be the ſucceſs 
f their Labours. And as every 
miſter of Religion ought to be 
v18Rive, and reſolved in the work 
d patience of the Goſpel 3 So he 
all then beſt acquit himſelf in it 
» Fphen he ſiudics the proper xeeds of 


'T the Age.and place whercin he/lives, 
| and 
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and according]y dircts his indea& 
vours to provide for them. Noi 
there is nothing , that I know 
that is wanted more in our Dayhe 
than a due ſenſe of the neccſlity 
and advantages of the Holy S$acy 
ment of the Lord's Supper, the g 
neral negle&, not to lay cortempſþc; 
of which, hath, I am perſuadcdy;; 
been a great and fad occaſion < 
the debauchery , and divitions tha: 
are atnong vs And I verily thin 
that there could not be a more cffgh 
Qual means to reduce us to &, 
briety ard Union, then a frequent 
and revercnd uſe of that divink 
Inſtitution. From this perſuaſigh 
I havecarneſily, and often (as y 
can bear me witneſs ) preſs d t 
great duty upon your conſcience 
and affectionately recommended$ 
to your practice. I have repre; 
ſented its Natwre with all poffit 
plainneſr,and urged its Neeeſſety wi 

a _ in ſome meaſure ſuital(. 
to fo great an occaſionz I hal. 
told you the dayger of wilful ne 3 


leQ- ; 


to the Lords Supper: 


a&& on the one hand z and the be- 
Wefits of due performance , on the 
v Ether: But notwithſtanding all, 
ſFicre are too many, of you,that ſeem 
[Wet inſenlible, and unconcerned, I 
rAave publickly defired thoſe that 
oc cither ignorant or diſſatisfied, to 
wEccpr of my private help, and In- 
cdriction, and have offer d them the 
WF moſt, of my aſſiſtance for their 
ttex information ,, and direqion. 
nd aftcr all this, I know not 
Ighat I can do moreto ſerve you 
this grcat intereſt of yours, ex- 
Wept I put ſomething into your 
znds that may be- ever with you, 
ad that you--may. conſider on all 
cations. Publick Teachings by 
td of mouth , are too much 
cFoked upon, as cuſtomary exerciſes , 
jd-'gn that; account ; they looſe 
tir: force. with .;ſome 3 , and the 
rate patt even of the better Au- 
2s cannot;keep! their minds fo 
aſe, and intent, to a Diſcourſe 
. _ to. feCeIVE; It 1H 1t5 full 


Fidtnco,, ard power 3;Qx; thor 
ley} " FE 2 * 


C 
' 
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the hearers are never fo diligeng: 
and careful, our words are forggſjr 
ten quickly, and the affe&ions thi: 
they raile, vaniſh without any cc 
fiderable effet npon their wil: 
For which Reaſons, I have re(l! 
ved upon this Courſe, to caſt ſolfe 
of the: plain things T have preachÞ/: 
concerning the Holy Sacrament i 
to writing That thoſe who gc 
unfit for that great duty by realy 
of Tonorance, may have the pic 
pereſt means of Inſtruction tha 
can provide for them , always} ! 
their power, and when they plea 
before their eyes : And that-thFv! 
that deprive themſelves of the Be! 
fits of this moſt excellent .Orfſ 
nance , by reaſon of the Mift 
of their -erring | underſtanding 
may alſo have the moſt ſui 
help.I can give, towards the ſert 
their minds right'; and the rec 
ciling them totheir Priviledge 
Duty. | 

For theſe purpoſes , I ſhal}Þt 
my manner 15) repreſent wha"! 


@ | 
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cnFave to (ay in the moſt diſtin ,, 
rgdQnd eaſre way I can contrive, avol- 
thing all things that are hard, <i>. 
cofſicr in zotion or expreſſion And 
vilrive, as near as is poſſible, to ſpeak 
eſ(g!! along to the moſt ordinary un- 
ſojenſtandings. For I, look upon 
achVainneſs as the beſt dreſs for Truthz 
vt 0d. my .great care , aud indea- 
d Jour conſtantly is, to be wnderſtoad 
ealdy all, as far as the ſubject will: 
») 145 
tha In the purſuit of what I intend 
ysf| mean, by Gods ne, to procced 
lean this order. (1) I ſhall diſcourſe 
ith all convenient brevity , and 
ZeÞlainne(s, the Nature and deſign of 
Offiie Lords Supper 3 and 
ft (2) Give the Generall Reaſons 
ingo inforce the Duty 3 under which 
itahcad , I ſhall apply my ſelf to two 
-lorts of Refulers,' viz. Thoſe that 
ecnegleat (1) on the account of pure 
areleſneſs, and ſizpidity z and (2) 
hole that ſtand oft upon the ſcore 
11f miſtakes of Conſcience. In treat- 
ing with the former, I (hall ſhew 
4 B 3 that 
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that their obſtinate refuſal takes df” 
all pretence they can have to Chia" 
ftianity , and puts them into thi 
ftate of Infidels, and Heathens, yQÞ! 
into a worſe condition , than th <0 
of meer unbelievers, As to the @ 8: 
ther ſort, viz, The diſſatisfied 
Conſciznce , T ſhall confider thalj t4 
Reaſms againft Communicating will *! 
us according, to the way of © 
Church , and ſhew that they a 
no juſtifiable grounds, why the 
ſhould refuſe to join with us 1 
that ſolemn part of Chriſti: 


worſhip. 


CHAP. II. 


| Begin with/the Firſt, The 
ture . of the Lords Supper Col 
cerning. this , there hath been a 
jafinite diverlity of opinions, a 
"diſputes 3 The effects of whic 
differences have been much Noiſt 
and many. Twmnlts , Schiſms.. al 
Wars 


jt to the Lo2Ds Supper. 2 
s QIL1rs, with avaſt heap of miſchicts, 
hAand calamities to the Chriſtian 
ef world : 1 (hall not therefore trou- 
ya Þle you with any thing of needleſs 
th] controverſie, or notion, on this ar- 
J gument but ſtate it ſofar only, as 
it relates to pradiice; And Þ ſhall 
& take all T have to ſay about itfrom 
the Word of God, the beſt Rule to 
& gaide us in the Enquiry. And it 
diſputing men would have been 
hþ4 content with z:i*s declarations in 
# this matter. all the trouble, and miſ- 
i chiefs had been avoided. But this 
hath been the miſery 3 ſome go- 
vern their thoughts of this Holy 
Inſtitution by corrupt, and rovell 
| Traditions » and others by mcer 
vain and arbitrary phancies > Yea 3 
} Thoſe who have been right in the 
main, have yct ſo ming/ed the plain 
T truth with allufions , and ſpoken of 
 itin ſucha phantaſtical, and wncer- 
tain way , that ordinary under- 
ſtandings have been confounded 3 
and thoſe that are for down-right 
ſence, withoat the mixtures of 
B 4- 1magina- 
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imagination, have not been able tavc 
tell what to make of thaz , which 
they heard deſcribed in ſuch a phana! 
ciful, and various faſhion. [This pare: 
ticularly hath been my own caſe h: 
I had heard men preach ſo humou 
ſomely, and ſo Cats about the 
Sacrament > So much out offfbc 
their own heads, and fo /ittle outfFo 
of the Oracles of God, That I was 
quite bewildred, and loſt z andfc 
come at laſt to that paſs, that Ih 
knew nothing at all of it z which ig-f23 
norance, and confuſion of thoughts Þ4 
was the natural effe&t of ſuch diſ-Jth 
courſes; For when men once ram-{o! 
ble in the way of phraſes, metaphors, 
and conceits , as they looſe them-J* 
(elves, ſo they pertectly dazzle, andy 
amaze thoſe others, whom they 
ſhould inſtruct. I theretore betook 
my (elt to the plain expreſſions of 
Scripture concerning, this matter 3 
In them I found an caſte account of 
the nature, and deſign of this divine 
Ordinance- And whither ſhall we 
£0 to inquire after it but to the I* 
words | 


« 
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$vords of Inſtitution themſelves * 
ickK7beſe | ſhall conſider firſt3 and then 
nSathertogether thoſe other paſla- 
arÞes of Scripture, which tend to 
e he further explication of it. 

114 1- The words of Inſtitution are 
heat. 26. | Take, Eat, This is my 
offBody. v. 26+ and Drink ye all of it; 
utFor this is my bloud of the new Teſta- 
ashnent,V. 27, 28. | To which isad- 
added in the Goſpel of St. Lirke [ Do 

Iſthis in Remembrance of me. }- Lee 
g-J22- 19. Theſe words I ſhall ſeve- 
tsbally:cxplain, and 'then infer from 
(-Jthem what is the gature, and deſign 
n-Jot the holy appointment. | 


; 


| - Take, Eat, This is my 
"Body — and, This 1s my 


2 Bloud— Here 1 take, notice , 
[That 25oDy ,, and Blood , 4o 


not relate to the bread , and wine; 
. {But to the aGzons, Eat and Drink, , 


cas appears plainly in the * O - 
». riginal. ?Tis not this bread, and 


E Ms Nee 8 bd at 


C I* Ten, nt ns. | 
$ | 0 this 


: 
oY 
p. 
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ths wine, are my body and -bloudf of 
but this. Saueramental: eating anl ni 
drinking Of it 3 ln this Chritts body ly 
and bloud, viz His- Incarnation] $ 
and ſufferings are repreſcnted ity fit 
us. And yet by-a Figure, The con in 
ſecrated Elements mtey be call'd hiſ b 
body and blowd-allos. fo. the. Forif-at 
at the cating the paſchal - Supp S 
was, Tbis # the bread of affilidti 
which our Fatbers did eat-in Egyf 
Not the very ſame, but a Memori 
of it, and the State of bondag 
from which they were. deliver'« 
Thus 1 Cor. 10. 3+. 4» Mauna 
called ſþiritual-bread, and the Rock 
Piritual drink, and: that - Roc 
Chrift Not that they could pol 
ſibly be ſo in the Letter , but th 
ſignified . that firitual.. food , any | 
were tokens of. Chrifts Preſend 
And thus the Sacramental Breat 
and Wine may be. call'd his Bo 
and Bloud, that is, Figures and Ri 
preſentations of them z and that,nt 
barely of his ſafferings,. but (as tl 
* Father notes) of all the Myſteriff 
= Baſu... FEE. 7 APO 
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A of the Incarnation , which are ſjg- 
4 #ifed, and zycluded. Thus ancient- 
oag ly the Elements were call'd, Figures, 
on Symbols, Images, ſenfible things in- 

tq ſtead of Biritnal, and we know *tis 
onfin common uſe to call the. Pz&xre 
bly by the name of 1þat it repreſents , 
or as this is a man, and that an Angel. 
So that there is no ground for the 
Doctrine of Tranſabſtantiation , in - 
theſe words; as the Roman Churclt 
4 pretends, But I wave diſputes , 


ag and come to the next expreſſion to - 
T'q be confider d. 


[This is the New Tefla-- 
A ment , or * Covenant in. mp” 
*M BLOUD ] iz. The Sign, and 
Sexl of the Covenant made in his 


4 Blond; A Covenant wherein God 
- 4 ingageth to beſtow on us pardon of 

"I Sin, and eternal Lifez and we pro- 
"1 mile faitbfz! and ſincere obedienc:. - 
"1 Thus in the eldeſt times, Eating , 
2 and Drinking were Covenant Rites: 
- | 

7 ron CR — 

erll * Atadiey, Bu Ys 


ad 
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as we way ſee in the compacts beqpat 
tween Tſaac,and Abimelech, Gendp! 
26. 30. and between. Facob and Layr 
ban, Gen. 31+ 44, 46+ S0 that thqÞ1s 
Sacrament is not a bare Sign, buſÞe 
*tis the Seal of Gods gracious Ct 

venant made with us in his Son. Pot 


[. Do this in Remem#?® 
bzance of me 7 It hath alway$// 
been uſual to commemorate, 2nq _ 
remember Benefaftors and greaf” 
Mercics by Feaſts, and Feſtival $*1 
The Heathens had their * Feaſts inf, 
memory of their Heroes; And thi J 
Paſſover, a Type of this Supper; 
was appointed to. preſerve the meF* 
mory of. the Iſraclites dzliveranc{/ 
out of Egypt. Exod. 12. 14. Thi 
Lamb was caten with bitter berbs | 
to commemerate the bitterneſs © 
their ſervitude; the Red Wine w: 

a Remembrance of their blout 
which Pharaoh \pilt, and the x 
leavened bread ,*to remember them: 


WW —— 


As 'Blanminy & 'ArdrTaa— 
that 
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beqhat they carried ſuch out 'of E- 
enJypt at their departure : And thus 
Latur bleſſed Saviour hath appointed 
this boly Rite to 1mprint upon us 
buſhe memory of what he hath doxe, 
Cond ſuffer'd tor us , that we might 
ot torget our Deliverance by him, 
rom a bondage greater than E- 
Prane 
J And now from theſe main paſſa- 
xs thus explaind, 'tis cafie to in- 


er,That T he Sacrament 
»Þf the Lords Sapper 
#5 4 Memorial Feaſt 
»dappointed for a ſo- 
Jlemn Remembrance 
«of Chriſt our Lord; 
"4 4d a Seal of the Co- 
= yenant that God 
-| Path made With ws 


[12 


hat 
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iN him. Iwo things till | 
it 15 principally deligned for , (& 
To Remember us of our Lord, &;; 
Saviour, and (2) to be a Sealfh; 
the Covenant ot Grace 3 of 4 
briefly. p 
(1) *Tis for a Remembrance; 

only of his Perſon , or only of IF 
Swfferings , or any other particulf] 
part of his Miniſtry; But we &; 
by it required thankfully, and aff, 
Fionately to call tomind, All thi, 
he hath doze., and all that he hak,,. 
ſuffer 'd, His Life , Deftrine , ally 
Laws, His Paſſion , Reſurreiu 
and Aſcenſion > His Victory over Si; 
Death, and Hell; and. the-gracz r 
Covenant that God hath made wif; 
us through him: Theſe are all ij 
cluded in his Bady, and Bloud (Q, 
I intimated before). of which til - 
Holy Sacrament is a Sign, all 
Memorial: And thc remembrand : 
of theſe, which we are call d tol 
the Divine- Inſtitution, 15 not ou 
{ame ſlight-; and paſſing thoughts 
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— efft @ ſolemn and moli ſeriow fixing 
them upon our ' minds, in ordcr 
> (Þ the inflaming our affeions 
- ith love, and our wills with refo- 
eal.rion, that we may live 2n{werably 
 & that exccllent Religion of the 
oly Jeſus which we profes. 

cM (2) *Tis the Seal-of a Covenant 
ft iT The new Teſtament in my bloud | 
ICUThe Covenant is, That God will 
© Þive pardon of Sin, and eternal 
\ Mafe , upon the conditions of Faith 
! tiind Repentance” This He ſeals to 
haþs m the Sacrament , and affures 
Jus, that he, for bis part, will make 


0 go0d bis. Promiſes, and we 0N ours. - 


Fleal , that wee will indcavour to 
C2 


. 
] 
2 


FI 


perform the conditions. So that 
the Lids, Supper 15 a Sacrament 
by which'we confirm thoſe ingage- 


Then our Swxreties undertook tor us, 
S that we ſhould be faithful in the 
| Covenant 3 and in this holy Ordi- 

nance we take-all thoſe obligations 


15 


ments we are entred into at Baptiſm - 


_ upon ozr ſelves, and..in our own | 
perſons promiſe. toatt according to - 
them. .. This... 
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{ 


This plainly, and in ſhort, is t| ca 
nature and deſign of the Holy Shic 
crament z concerning which:, the vh, 
are ſome other expreſhions in Sci}, 
pture which I ſhall conſider brieflgyg 
in order to the further explicatſhh] 
on of the ſacred Myſtery, Thor 
chick are theſe. *Tis called. (1) Tile 
Cup of bleſſing. 1 Cor. 10. 16. (2 * 
The Communion of the Body, ang ma 
Bloud of Chriſt, I Core. IO, 16. and 
in the Duty 'tis ſaid (3) That hd 
ſhew the Lords. Death. 1 Coy. 1 
26«: 


C:)The Cup of Bleſſlingh 
viz. of Praiſeand and Thanksgiving W 
Our Saviour Matth. 26 gave thank 
when he took the Cup. The:Jev 
uſed to conclude their paſchal Suy 
per witha Cup of .Wine, at whig 
time they fungan Hymn,and there 
fore call'd it the Cxp of * praiſin 
and * bleſing. And the Heather 
alſo after their feaſts. had thei 


hi 
ar! 


f 
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* Tlomigs10y Vprinnias, %, * waoyiagh * 
F cf 
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Ul cups of Praiſe to their Gods); 
SShich ſome take to be the Cc uo of 
10 vils mention'd by the Apoſtle, 1 
CY. 10. 21. So that by this weare 
-Mught to remember our Lord at his 
atfable with praiſe and grateful ac- 
ISowledgments : And therefore 
I'fe Ancients from hence call'd the 
(2Þrds Supper, the Holy Euchariſt , 
atymely , a Feaſt of Thanksgiving 3 
angd the Solemnity was always at- 
Mmded with an hymn of Praiſe. 


1J (2) Communion, (or *. 
ommunication)9f the body 
nd bloud of Chriſt, vis. 


he Sacrament is a ſacred Rite in 
hich God communicates , and im- 
arts to all worthy Receivers , the 
efits of Chriſts Ixcarnation, and 
fferings. He doth then rati- 
TYe; confirm , and ſolemnly exhibit 
Hem, to thoſe that duly attend 
"Pon that Divinc appointment. 


*'Agal Salve. & dos Ewineys: 
464 *Kowwria. 
(3) 
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(3) As often as ye cat 
ye Do (hem the Lo2Ds dea 


viz. (1) Declare unto men, 
joy and glorying , that we belit 
he dyed tor fucb purpoſes, and uf 
he hath procured ineftimable bai 
fits for us by his Death. 
therefore we will adhere, and ft 
nnto him 3 and that neither de, 
nor life ſhall ſeparate us from the | 
of God in Chriſt Teſus our Lord. 7 
(2) It imports our ſhewing and & 
claring this alſo unto God, and plP' 
ding .it with him for his pardap"' 
aud his grace , for the fake of thF** 
meritorious Paflion which we 
forth, and commemorate. Th&® 
paſſages fall under the AccounF® 
have beforegiven of the Ordina 
and fhew how we are to Reme 
our Lord in it, and what we 
expect in ſo doing, 

Thus briefly of the Nature a 
deſign of the Sacrament; I mig 
have run the matter into a lar 
Diſcourſe , but I reſolve all con 
nient brevity. In what I haf 
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TÞid , you will tind all things that 
ifflrc neceſſiry and efſential to the Or- 

Finances, For the wicetics and diſ- 
;S:«tes that arc about it, you need 
S0t.trouble your ſelves with them; 
But ſo mach of it as I have repre- 
anted (I mean in:the ſubſtance of 
> patticulars) *tis fit you ſhould 
Snow : And therefore I intreat 
- Hou, eſpecially thoſe of the more 
AÞrdinary underſtandings, to return 
1 &ack, and fix your thoughtsa while 
z/&pon thoſe periods , and read them 
dpver and again , till you have # 
lear ,, and. diftin& apprehenſion of 
he Subje&t they explain. I know 
be thoughts of molt are very cox- 
ſed, and much in the dark about 
it, and while they are ſo, they can- 
ot demean themſelves as they 
ought in the performance of the 
Duty , nor reccive thole benefits 
that ctherwiſe they might from it. 
io} Lbcſcech you therefore not to. con- 
tent your ſelves with a ſingle, and 
ranning. reading 3 Many Divine 
af Iraths will not enter into our 
minds 


_ —-— 
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minds at firſt ſight 3 or, if they deve 
they aregone , as ſoon as they aſſhey 
received : Though they. are nevgabl 
ſo plainly exprelt, yet they mai 
times ſeem dark, till we look 
gainz Or though they fſirike 0 
minds fully, yet- they pals out 
Memory ,. except we reflect ; at 
think them over. I hope therete | 
you will do- your ſelves this righ 
And I thus urge you to conf1dgp"t 
ration of my Accounts , not as'P!: 
I fancied T had made any diſcoveriſP® 
in-them, which were not. madgP* 
before (No, Theſe are known thingf h 
among the Intelligent ſort of Chnj®© 
ſtians) But I do it, becauſe I ſpea 0! 
to the meaxer, and leſ5 improved un A 
derſtandings. And perhaps fronſhi 
the Repreſentation of the affai {lt 
which Ihavegiven, the others all 
may receive the advantage of I R 
clearer order , and method to thalf & 
thoughts , and be deliver'd fron} 
many unneceſſary and zncertain ul © 
#70ns that they have imagined tf \ 
be of great conſequence to be bel / 
lieved 
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dGcved and known, when cither 
Fhcy arc not zrxe, or not conſide- 
1evgable. 
nat 


k ava REPO EVER. 
Ge. CHAP. III, 


fi | Come now to the main thing 
zh I deſign, viz» (II ) To wrge this 
dEgrcat duty which I have thus cx- 
sWlain'd, and to do what I can to 
perſuade you, to the conſcientious 
adpracice of it. Now there are two 
things that commonly oblige mcn 
rito ation, namely Conliderations 
aJof Duty and of Jinterelt. 
And there are both here, in the 
higheſt degree, to ingage us. I 
al ſhall diſcourſe of cach. 

(1) We have the Motive, and 


T Reaſon of DUCP, and Dwry ini ſuch 

circumſtances, as have the greateſt 
; obligation in them, A Lord 8 
f who hath all right to our obedicnce 
f both by nature , and by dear pur- 


chaſe , 
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t 


vh 


chaſe, hath. commanded us-to do th 


And, a SAavionr , who half. 


reſcued us trom the Jaws of He 'S 
and Death, and hath procurcd-ferit 
us endleſs lite and glory , hath nÞ le 
quired it of us. Here is the 4uthiſer 
rity of jufi Power , and the Obliggor) 
tion of aftoniſting Love. We 2re bounſſſc 
by theſubmiſſions we owea Sovereighg, t 
Lord, and by the gratitude we 0 thi 
an adorable Benef aClr: The Sad 
of God, the King of both the worlaſgcat 
The Redeemer of Mcn, "tis Het ( 
commands; and his: commendment{ret 
are not grievous > Had he put uporpve 
our necks a yoke heavier then thgjuc 
Fewiſh Ceremonies, had Ne injoin? 
a greater number of coſtly and /al 
riows Rites than thoſe, and re 
red ſo, many _ of ſach-;;ſervice 
from» us.., as wonlg, -ty ave taket 
up all our time ) ind itt 1p yed 
our flrength , and wearied aff oll 
Poweyy 3 etthefs we ovght to. ha 
obſerved without repining. , 1 
——_— but ſmallhomege' tohi 

Greatnels 
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4Seatneſs, and (mall acknowlcdg- 


-nt of his Love. Al the eſe had 


Fn #0517 in compare with what 
J bath done tor us freely without 


i&&rit, or obligation 3 Nothing, t0 


s leaving the boſome of the Fa- 
x , and the glories of the upper 
xd, and the Hallelujahs of the 


[4 
It ſed: , nothing , to his defcend- 


9 


Y 
, 


> to. 2 world of Infamy, and woez 
bing to his ſuffering the ſcorns 
d contradictions of Sinners , the 
ath of the Croſs, and the wrath 
God : So that we had been 
retchedly ungratetul ſhould we 


ve ſtuck at any of theſ-, or as 


Such as murmured at them : But 


r Lord hath not given us any 


ofich tryal of our Love, and obe- 
Wence 3 He hath deliver'd the 


orld from the Yoke of Ceremo- 


Sal bondage , And ( beſides Bap- 


#) hath appointed but this oxe 


lite for us to obſerve; A Rite, that 


neither troubleſome , Dor coſtly; te- 
ons , nor Jeborions : And what 


rodigies of baleneſs ſhall we make 


Our 


*3 
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our (clves, it we refule to take r 
tice of this his gracioxs Inſtitutig 
With what face can we look u 

and call our (elves by his nam"! 
How ſhamfully are we upbraid /. 
by the praftice of thoſe we conf 
barbarous ? Let us look abroad inf* 
the world and conſider the m@.. 
brutiſh Tdolaters 3 They will d:_. 
their beloved fleſh, and bury t 2 
deareſt children , and ſometimg... 
(uffer themſelves to be cruſh'd 
death by the Carriages that be 
their Idols; becauſe their Tufe 
Gods require , and are plea 
with ſuch teſtimonies of their 
mage. Hath the Devil \uch 
ſequious ſervants ?Are thoſe C 
Rites, which he appoints, obſerve 
with ſo much duty? Will thdlf 

poor wretches do, and ſuffer at A 
thing rather than diſpleaſe the” 
ugly Deities ? And are we Chrifl. 
ans Profeſſing Servants of the $j .. 
of God, our Sovereign and Reda 

mer , and do we negle& his hf:. 


main, juſt, and gracious appoinmentF; 


v3 
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"Ys +his too much to do for him? and 
"Howe owe him fo much leſ7, than 
Tunnibals do theix Idols ? Certain- 
- yy Thoſe men of the Deſart, thole 
Þild Savages of the woods ſhall rite 
*Þp in judzment with ſuch a gexera- 
zon of pretending Chriſtians , and 
"Jhall condemn it. Mcthinks their di- 
+ Jigence, and exa&nels in thoſe hard 
nd painful ſervices ſhould cover us 
Fvith bluſhing and confuſion, at our 
areleſnefs , and neglect of the eaſie 
uty our Lord requires from us; 
nd we ſhall ſce great reaſon to be 
Uhamed of our omiſſions. if we 
onſider , that our bleſs'd Redee- 
. Jer had lived a Life of Poverty and 
iſhonour for our {akes3 He had in- 
h ruced us in the way of Happineſs 
Þy his excellent Dofrine , and pre- 
he ty 3 and had gone before us in 
"In incomparable example 3 and now 
'IÞ< was juſt about to compleat his 
.ove,by offering himſelt unto death 
odeliver us from zt, and thereby to 
Ive an inſtance of the moſt ama- 
Ming goodnels that over was 3 At 
$1215 
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this time, he injoines his Diſciplſh, 
to do ſomething in Remembrance & 
Him. And Loyd! JVhat 15 {uth@t 
ent to be done in memory of ſic 
Love? Had he required the deanhr 
of our bloud, and the choiceſtr 
our ſubſtance to be offter'd to | 
in acknowledgment , ſhould wif 
have thought ſuch demands wnrdar 
ſonable? Would ordinary ingemhy 
ty have (crupled to make thoſe Y;; 
crifices for {uch kindneſs? But Bj 
calls not for theſe. He looks for hf 
Firſt-born.of our bodies, nor cl; 
.of our Flocks ; No, He appoints dnt 
ly a feaſt of Memorials , and coſhr, 
mands us to remember his Lovell, 
that: And ſhall we nut obſeR- 
him in ſo ſmall a matter? HathNe 
not deſery'd to be remembred by Wd, 
or do we know any better way ,fing 
fignifie our remembrance of hidk;;; 
then that which himſelf hath pier 
ſcribed? Should we not do as mupþ, 
as this, at the requeſt of an ordinfze; 
dying Friend? And is not the grifygi 
#eſt, and the beſt that ever —_ T: 
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plthad , worthy of ſuch a teſtimony 
> Yof affeHtion from us? I am ure 
\Ethere is no one. can be {o brutiſh as 
ſo deny the juſtneſs of the Duty, 
nd methinks none ſhould be (6 
nworthy as to refuſe complyance 
ith'it. I beſeech you therefore, 

f the Conſiderations of Duty can do 
weny thing with you 3 If there be 
ny obligation in the higheſt Autho= 
F:ity , if there be any allwrement in 
he {weeteſt love 3 It your profeſſion 
f ſubje&ion to Chritt be not only a 
complement, and it he have any real 
S Fintereſt in your Souls 3 give this 
coÞbroot then, of your being in earneſt, 
VeBlhat, which you would be thought; 
{eRefuſe no more of his Invitations; 
thiNegle&t no more of his calls; Con- 
y Yider the expreſueſt of his command, 
Y »Bnd that this Law is peculiarly bis 
hills in ſuch. a ſence as (Baptiſm ex» 
L Þ eptec|): #6 other Law FS , For his 
miThey:.injunions are but exforce- 
iinfpents of. the Laws, that God had 
grfvxitten mn the, old. Scriptures,, and 
au our hearts , But this 15 his own 
hg : C3 Proper 


77 
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proper commandment 3 By ob 
ing him in this, we particular 
own him as our Law-gzver, al 
by refuſing we renounce tym. {41 
But if the Conſiderations of Di 
ſhould rot proveſo powerful 'wilff 
you 3 There are others , which gjpn 
ncrally uſe to be of rore'forceþ0 
nammely Thoſe taken from ot 
Trtcreſt, and here | 
(11) 1 defire you to conſtder tl 
ereat Benefits that a worthy Con 
municant receives from the ho 
Sacrament. This is not a m 
barren ceremony , or unprofitabl 
rite, but an Inſtrument and me: 
to produce and to convey unſpe: 
able bleſſings tous. Here we recei| 
(1) Confirmation of our Pail 
All habits are increas'd by being e: 
ercilſed , and this Ordinance 
quires great exerciſes of the 'gra 
of Faith , For here we make a 
lemn declaration of it, and thet 
by bind it ſtrongerupon our ſoulfhe 
And to the exerciſe of this DiviÞt 
Grace , and the ſincere and publi 
profeſſic 
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zrofeſſion of it, (there 15 nv doubt 
w#t God will ſuperadd his ſ{pccial 
id and bleſling , that out of weary - 
eſs it mey be made ſtrong. >0 
' That, if your Faith be weak and 
Mhrembling , If youare perplext with 
iFexatious doubts , and temptati- 
>SÞns to unbelief,” apply your ſelves 
0 this holy: Ordinance as to the 

Proper remedy. Declare your Faith, 
$nd pray for more. It you believe, 
bod will help your unbelizf. Mar. * 


D. 24+ 
| (2) Our Repentaxce will be height- 
ied by our Due communicating, at 
e Lords Table, and that in re- 
pect of all its great Acts, viz. 
a8. Sence and Sorrow for Sin 3 2.Con- 
eiffeſion of it 3 and 3. Averſation from 
ett n For the Firſt. 
(1) The evill of Sin is never (o 
ell-decerned as in its effects. It is 
Aweet in the mouth , but bitter in the 
ly; And there is no greater cvi- 
ence of its vilence(s and malignity, 
ul8#hen that we have in the ſufferings 
jt our Lord, which are ſet betorc 
ic C3 us 
Tic 
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us in the. Holy Sacrament. Ang 
certainly. kn muſt needs be an acheg; 
curſed thing (laith the conſideringfſor1 
Communicant ) That the bleſſed 
Felus muft thus be madea Cmrſe tc 

it; That is doubtleſs a mighty evil$ri 
that cannot be expiated but by th 
bloud of God 3 And.Sin;, withou 
queſtion, hath unſpeakable maligh 
nity in it, fince it laid ſuch a loac 

of wrath upon the ſhoulders © 
Omnipotence, as made him co 
plain, and ſweat , and groan, anc 
dic, The gocd man hath never) 
(uch a {ence of the evil of fin; anc 
when he is awakened by the 'fjpnl' 
and images of Chriſts Sufferings Jþe 
and when he (ces it writ in Chain 
raters of Bloud. Belides, the baſes 
aſs and ingratitude of Sin 15 made 
evident in all the repreſentations oth 
the Divine Love, which we have at 
the Lords Table; We ce there jþ 
that it is an abuſe of the greateſt 
and moſt tender Goodnets 3 and 
there is nothing that more affcctsfea 


»Ngenuous Souls, than the ſence off; 
{uch, 
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nguch unworthineſs, and this will 
acyeget the livelieſt, and moſt kindly 
Ingorrow. They ſhall look on me whom 
Abey have pierced , and: they ſhall 
fOlrourne Zech. 12. 10. The tendereſt 
11Sricf ariſeth from the apprehenſion 
ngÞf abaſed Goodneſs 3: And the more 
Fngenuous Spirits are fooner 
IgÞrought to be troubled for their 
adins, by a ſence of Mercy, than of 
olerrors. Now there 1s nothing 
hat- gives a truer, or greater repre- 
Fentation of Divine Grace and 
Kindneſs than the Holy Sacrament, 
id therefore this is a very cftectu- 
a1 means to beget- and increaſe a 
penitential ſence, and {orrow for 

in. And upon this 

(2) Follows. Confeſſios , which 
leſs - one expreſſion of theſe. The 
otEpprehenſion of an Angry Maje- 
atyſy- drives a ſinner to deſperation, 
 5Þnd prevents his Confeſſions. When 
tithe Lord ask'd the man in the 
dIGoſpel with ſome ſeverity , How 
'Sfcameſt thou hither, not having a wed- 
thing garment he was ſpeechleſs. 


C 4. Ter- 
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Terreurs beget fiupitying fe he 
which ftops the mouth, and dammg-77 
up all the paſſages to and from thF*< 
Soulz whereas the diſcoveries of®* 
goodneſs and mercy, open th 
heart, and melt the Scal upon thF* 
lipps 3 They invite ſupplications 
and beget Confeflions 3 and thereF* 
tore the Sacrament which is a 6K" 
morial of the greateſt, ſweeteſt, an 
irceſt mercy, tends in the naturg 
of it to the producing humble.con: 
tellions, and acknowledgments: ant 
it doth it likewiſe. 


(3) As to the Averſation of R 
pentance by the ſame 'way. T 
Top and perfection, of Repentanaff” 
is, tO t#r4 from our coil ways. GolF*© 
invites his people to this , by the" 


df 


Kc! 


Argument that is moſt powerfullyf," 


pres d upon us in the Sacrament F* 
namely, That of his pardoning mer d 
cy, and kindneſs. Return thouſ.* 
backſliding Iſrael — and I will mt " 
cauſe mine anger to fall- upon youſ®© 
Fer. 3+ 12. His readineſs to pardon 
1s the great motive to return , and 

the 
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Fealthe Sacrament 15 the Seal of the 
\miCovenant of pardoy. Deſpair of 
ehMercy keeps men on 1n a finful 
- eSourle. Thou ſayſt there is no hope, 
ebay they in the Prophet Ferem. 
thÞ. 25- They thought their caſe 
acÞelperate, and it follows, 7 
repave lrved ſtrangers; and after them 
» pill 1 go. The Dcvils perfift irre+ 
\n@1aimably in their hatred of God 
ax$nd Goodneſs, bccauſy the unalte- 
n$able Sentence 15 paſt upon them 3 
nnd if men come once to quit their 
ppes of happineſs, they will alſo 
2 $1 a ſhort time quit the thoughts 
-»Þf God and Virtue, andgive them- 
- #clves up to the ſwinge of their ap- 
oÞ\tites and inclinations. Where:s 
-4$ÞN the other fide, Hope is the great 
11,Þ2couragement and ſpring ot en- 
t cavour, and where this 1s cnliven- 
od by a full and quick (ence of par- 
,oning goodneſs , that Soul will 

cet a migbty Motive to reform and 
.$arn from fin. Now the $.-r.4- 
nent is the Sel of that Covenant 
14ÞwR'ch affores vs of Grace, and 
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pardon, and the firmeſt ground oth t 
our beſt hopes, and moſt gloriougGr: 
expectations. Thus the Grace oþne 
Repentance reccives increaſe in alff 
its exerciſes, from this Divine Ingfidc 
fiitution 3 and {o doth 0. 
(3) That other moſt excellentyo 
Grace, Love , both as it rclates tur 
to God, and: 2. to our Neighbourk 
(x) In the Holy Sacrament the 
Myſteries of Divine Love are unk 
folded in all their circumſtanceþpq 
of. wonder. There we (ce. pardon 
2g, redeeming, bleeding,dying Love 
Love, uffering for all our ſakes 
and Love, procuring all thing 
for.our intereſts. Love deſcendÞ 
ing tothe Grave, and Hell; and 
Love triumphing over both 3 Lovdbe/ 
leading Captivity captive , and obyA. 
taining gifts for men, Light, LifeJdi| 
and a.glorious Immortality. Sncſgr 
Love, and Love beyond what wile: 
can ſay.and beyond what .we canſgu 
think, is repreſented at-.the Holyup 
Sacrament , and this muſt ncedgth 
fre cycry ſoul, that is not as cold{p 
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the earth , and as. dead as the 
rave. Love begets Love, and 
Wpnc flame Kkindles another. And: 
aff we think of this Love, and con- 
nyfider it as we ought when we come 

0 the entertainment of Love, this 

ould excite our affections, and 
IFurn our ſouls into holy flames, 
urknd {o our dead Powers will live, 
he&knd our drll flecpy affections will 
nÞwcke into new ſpirit, and vi- 
ceÞour. We ſhall live by Love, and 
mp by Love, till we are received 
Velnto the ncarclt embraces of Love, 
Syfand (wallowed up in that immenſe 
\ggocean of Love. Now Love is the 
1aÞbeft ,, and moſt pleaiing of all our 
nepaſſions 3 and Love to God 1s the 
Vdbeſt and moſt pleaſant of all Loves 3 
»DyJA Love free from thoſe tortures,and 
fediſquicts, that ſhame , and thoſe 
wericts, that are produced by ab- 
walcuce, and uncertainties, loſs and 
alſguilt , when this: paſſion 15 placed 
olgupon other objects. This Love 1s: 
-dithe Fountain of Delight ; and the 
olqipring of Action 3 that ſwee- 

| Lens 
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| 
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tens our troubles, and ſinomr 
up our endcayours, that make 
duty agreeable, and dithcultics ca 
tie, that 1s a preſent Heaven, ane 
the foretaſt of a greater. This al-fenc 
{0 (2) Tends to the encrealing outhur | 
Love one to another. It is a Feafthnd 
of Love at our Fathers Howſe , andBGra 
our Lords Table > The Gueſts ar$hal 
Bretbren , and profeſling, Childrenſbrat 
of Love. Here are all the engagepur 
ments to love ſet before us Thellane 
Love of our Lord, and his exprefsÞþrg 
Commandment Foh. 13. 34+ Thehnc: 
Relations we ſtand in to God, andimc 
© one another. We cannot wellfha 
chooſe but pity our Brothers Inte 
firmities , and pardon each others}if 
faults, when we ſec how much Godl ex 
hath pityed our miſeries , and howſpr 
gracioully he hath pardoned our of-| m 
fences, Our animofities will be fi 
abated, and our thoughts of ma-J} A 
lice and revenge will dye. Our Inn 
diflterences wiil be kindneſs , andl a 
our kindneſs Love; when we cons| a 
{;dcr the inexprefiible Love of out 
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$ommon Lord, and tlic bleſſed ecf- - 
Fes of that Love 3 Reconciliation 
4FMmade, Happineſs procured,and Sy, 
14nd Death, and Hell conquer'd : A 
lence of theſe, will ſwallow up all 
UtÞur little picques, and diſpleaſures, 
/iknd {o fill us with the thoughts of 
1dBGratitude, and Love, That we 
reJhall forget our enmities, and em- 
enſbrace our enemies, and ſhed abroad 
ur kindneſs upon all about us, yea 
and extend it to all the world in 
rrayers , and good wiſhes. And 
WIncw, This Spirit of Charity i a 
dImoſt divine temper , and a great 
Uhappmets : *Tis a ſweet, ſerene,and 

pleaſant thing , a reward to it (elf, 
Shit there were no other: Whereas 
d envy, and malice , and all the de- 
Wgrces of them, are an hell andtor- 
-| ment to the Soul , they are great 
ef ſins and their own puniſhment 3 
-f And aright uſe of the holy Sacra- 
-I ment will abate, and remove theſe; 
dJ and therein alſo adminiſter blefled 
»f and unſpeakable advantages to us. 
= (4) Our Hopes arc nobly advan- 
1 Cc. {1 


== 
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ced, and ſtrengthened by this Orgnd 
dinancc. When the good man congSont 
ſiders the Fuſtice and Holineſs ofind 
God , and the perfeion of his Lawuch 
and then takes a view of his ownſnor 
finfulneſs, and mnumerable zmperSin) 


fedtions , His Spirits fail , and highpo 


hope is giving up the Ghoſt 3 hgpani 
ſinks into trouble, and almoſt intghor 
the regions of deſpair : Now allþnd 
the relicf that a man can have in{Ma 
(uch a ſtate is to be drawn fromſpat 
Gods Covenant to pardon fin, and} ( 
to accept of faith, and repentanceſxc 
inſtcad of perfefiion. This is theſfſuz 
Tenour. of the Goſpel, ang theſwe 


- foundation of our hopes 3 and zhishou 


Covenant 1s ſealed and aſſured to ugart 
at the Sacrament > ſo that thencellpi 
the fainting Soul may dcrive life,lpa 
and quickning. And when thefjan 
drooping Chriltian comes from ſee-{co 
ng God putting his Seal to higÞat 
pardon , and to the promiſes mad hi 
him of cternal Liſe 3 His hopesÞac 
rccover , and his ſpirits return un-l| ti 
to him 3 His Soul leaps for joy ;Þ 1 
and 
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Ind all his powers are full of 


(Fontent , and pleaſure ; And over 
d above this , God is: pleaſed at 
pHch times cſecial to vouchlafe 
Sore abundant. manifeſtations ' of. 
mſelf to the Soul, ſealing his love 


pon it,and giving it ſo much aſſu-. 


Sarice as may deliver it from its 
nreaſonable doubts and ſuſpicions; 
nd make it in part partaker of our 
infMaſters-joy. But this will be a 
particular by it ſelf. Therefore 
d (5) The holy Sacrament is an: 
xxcellent means to heighten a Chri- 
ſans Foy and Comfort. For there 
ve are in a ſpecial exerciſe of 
bfour Graces, and by: them 
are prepared for Divine peace and 
oeaſure , That peace of God which 
aſſeth all underſtanding, Phil. 4+ 7. 
Jand this is ſomething more than that. 
e-content that naturally ariſeth upon, 
isÞand reſults from the Actions of 
def holineſs and vertue > and 1s ſuper 
es} added by the.nearer applications of 
1-j the Spirit of God to the Soul; 
2 This pleaſure and ſatisfaction God 


15 


3s 
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is always willing to beſtow upagſþq, 
us , but we by our {ins indiſpolþ;y 
our ſelves for it , and it is not tf, 
be given but to prepared Soulrro 
And now according to the greatetÞiefc 
or leſs degrees of our preparationſid 
and excerciſe of our graces , Wha 
ſhall have more , orleſs of this fpiyet 
ritual joy , and ſatisfaction 1n owllf x 
Communions. But belides the joyſhe 
which is fpecial , and extraordinaryſyq 
The Ordinance in its own nature] 
tends to delizht and pleaſure. Who 
had raiſed ſtorms, and tempeſfi 

by our fins, and provoked hin 

whom we can netther refilt , noe 
avoid; His Countenance was full, 
of dread and terrours , and DcathÞq. 
and Hell fiood ready for the comp, 
mand to ſcize upon us: And muſfe 
it not needs hl thoſe with joy anh+ 
tranſport , that were juſt now infin; 
this dreadful ſtate, when they ſhalkk;;; 
ſee the Heavens cleared , and they 
fiorms gone To behold (miles andþ,, 
love in the face of the offended Maſh, 
;cfty;to be affured that he is r:-oncithy, 
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"082d, and his Arms are open to re- 
MWeive us; That Hell and Peath are 
Weſtroyed , and life and happineſs 
! rocured for us? All theſe are (et 
Zefore us in the holy Sacrament;and. 
Mid we uſe it as we ought, our ſouls 
Would be tranſported with joy, and 
Py reſhould havea pare es foretaft 
uh the happineſs , and triumphs of 
Offhe bleſſed 3 and all vur Lives 
YSould be Anthems of Praiſe and 
$cclamation to the adorable Au- 
Vdhor, and procurer of our Bleſ- 
Sings. And this 
m- (6) Is another happy advantage 
Oye derive, or may do, from the 
ulf oly Sacrament, viz. That i it height- 
WEns and (pirits our Gratitude, and 
raiſer, Praiſe and acknowledg- 
ulmnent of Divine favours , are all 
N@he return we can make for them; 
End we are to offer up theſe Sa- 
ihces for our ſelves, and all the 
Þther creatures : But the common- 
Se; of our mercics takes away the 
ence of them; and we pals them 
ver with ſlight , and cuſtomary ac- 
knows» 
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knowledgmeuts 3 This ordinarihgur | 
5s our courſe, and *tis a very diſimfſ#a? 
genuous and ungrateful carriage ti 
the bountiful Author of our being 01 
and bleſſings : But now at the Hof, 
ly Sacrament, Divine faveurs ans 
particularly and ſolemnly repreſen} A1 
ted, our remembrance awakenedFPpre 
and our affections) excited ; ant 
the devout Soul pours it {elf fordco 
into holy Eucharift , and thankſÞr!/ 
giving. The heart 1s full, and thifot 
month flows : All the powers rejoicepYe 
and rejoycing break torch intJ#- 
Songs of Praiſe : And ſo begin thaÞ% 
blefled imployment, which ſhall bg: 
the work and happinets of Hei 
Ven. nc 
Fhus we ſhall receive increa($< 
to our Graces, and our Comfortth®B! 
from the frequent , and due uſe oÞnc 
the Holy Sacrament , and all othaf"3 
ſpiritual advantages are contain" 
under theſe, And as by theſe parſÞ*« 
ticulars we may 7nconrage our ſely Wl 
to our duty, fo ix them likewiſ$©! 
we may ſce how we are to demen#4 
Q , 
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r {elves in the diſcharge of it : 
nba: as weare to excrciſe, and 
yi; what conſiderations we may ſtir 
> pur graces , inflame our affetti- 
r, and firengthen our reſoluti- 


And now. the Benefits that I have 
preſented to incourage and invite 
1 tothe boly Sacrament donot on- 
concern the thorongh, and grown 
riſtian, but even all that own the 
ofcſlion of Chriſts Religion, and. 
Svc not renoune'd their hap» 
mal! ingagements by leudneſs, 
id 3mpiety 3 For ſuch have ſome 
grees Of Faith, Love, Repentance, 
4$id other vertuesz But the unhap- 
Pnc(s is, that theſe , in the moſt, 
(Fe very low, imperfe& and in a 
+cgree that will not ſecure their 
Pndition : Theſe graces muſt be 
,MLvanced to nobler meaſures, and to 
"<< degrees, as may prevail over 
arÞi© contrary habits, and diſpoſitions 3 
111 the matter comes to this, we 
i($e under the Law, and 2 fpirit of 
mb1dage 3 in a condition” of impo» 
WJ zency 
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ztency , and weakneſs, and not a 
ved to the gloriow Liberty, at 
Power of the Sons of God : Ti 
all that profeſs the Chriſtian Fa 
and Hopes, ought to aim at , anſſ 
indeavour after 3 and the Sacramealf 
is the moſt proper, and likely meayp"c 
for the advancing of our imperfeÞe/ 
Graces to that noble height. W## 
that all profeſſing Chriſtians alfþ® 
concerned in the duty, and capab#! 
of the benefits, And to all thoſe! 
that have ſuch thoughts, and ſud®! 
delires, rhe Conſiderations. I hays 
preſented will be of moment. Bug"e 
for the reſt; that are careleſ7 , an! 
#nconcerned , dead to ſuch firitui® 
Motives , and ſtupidly carel-ſ5 is 
the duty, and the priviledges thafe 
attend it; They are not Chriſtian ſh 
but do as much as in them lyesÞ* 
to renounce their Religion, and t&-0 
put themſelves into the condition 
of Heathens and profeſſed Infidels$" 
This is that I comenext to diſcour 
After all my perſuaſions, an 
molt earneſt endeavours, I hav# 
too” 
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5 much cauſe to think that ſome 
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ong,\ ou neglect the Holy Ordi- + 


ance rot for any reaſ9n that they 
ave, Or Can as much as pretend : 
ut from meer brutiſh fiupidity, and 
meoncernment. They care not for 

Weſe things. The motives of Reli- 
ix ,, and another world can do 

hothing with them 3 ſuch confidera- 

abſos are not felt , but paſt over 

\ofSicir Souls without making any 

GAwprefſions on them. And now 

aps for ſuch, I come to ſhew , That 

a they diſclaim Chriſt, and his Reli- 

2n&i04 ,, and are by no means to be 

ucckoned into the number of Chri- 
 Giavs. This I prove by the follow- 
20g particulars. 

»- Firft, They renounce a main 
\rticle of the Creed, viz. The 
mmmunion Of ' Saints , their 

munion With ( 2 ) Chriſt, and 

eir Communion with ( 2 ) one 
they. (1.) Chriſt invites us to 
ais Table, and prepares a ſpiritu- 

y@1 entertainment for us; and in 

»8#hat there is a ſolemn and fecial 

intercourſe 
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intercourſe between him, and 0! 
Church , which on our part caÞ®) 
fiſts in the exerciſe of our Gracſ®Y 
and on hzs , in the benefits, ap®* 
bleſings he beſtows. He invi nd 
us to come and to meet him th of 
to injoy ſpiritual corrcſpondengÞ% 
and communion with him : A © 
now , wilfuly to refuſe the in 
tation, 1s to fignihe our contempt} 
the holy Jeſus., and fo declare thi 
we care not for any nearneſs F*© 
correſpondence with him. Ag" 
(uch negleors in effect lay , tht 
they love the converſe; and comm”! 
nion of their vain, and vitious conf'* 
pany > That they can ſpend tha? 
time pleaſantly in their converſaſ®* 
on , upon an Ak bench, or. pla} 

of idlene(s , -or debauches : But@"*< 
Chriſt Feſus they like not his: cool 

pany, and care not for. any inife? 
macy of acquaintance with hiaf* 
This 1s the dired& Janguage.of f 
praQices , and negleds, and wh 
kind of Chriſtians are ſatÞÞ as theſtf® 
'(2) They renounce the'Communi 
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] thx of Saints one among another. The 
holy Sacrament is the Feaſt of Cha- 
ity , and Chriſtian Love , and there 
zur affections are united to God , 
nd to our brethren. There we 
Srofeſs to be of exe Body , one 
Fociety., and to be all members oxe 
\&f another. So that thoſe who neg- 
Jt and refuſe this holy Symboel 
.,Þf Love; break off from the $9- 
ety of Chrifttans , and declare 
- Bhey will have nothing to. do 
Svith them , as far as they are 
Toncerned in that name, and rela- 
jon: That they will not be of the 
lock, and number that Chriſt calls 
$i; but would rather have their 
pt with the world , and herd 
&Þf mankind , who are ſtrangers to 
e Covenant of Promiſe , without 
Hope, 81d without God int the world. 
MEpb. 2. 12- That they value not 
« Fheir priviledges, nox care for their 
Hopes» This 1s the meaning of their 
neglet, and ſach Chriſtians are 
he wiltghactuſlers. WE 
(2) TheY renounce AG 
Thi 
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This is the Sacrament of entray$o'd 
into Chriſtianity , and here ingag* 
ments are laid upon 'us withg% 
our knowledg, or conſent. WP! 
the Sacrament of the Lords Sijſed! 
per we ſolemuly ingage , and t* 
thole obligations upon owr ſelves. 
we refuſe to do this, we withdrf® 
eur conſext from what was done Ft 
our ſtead z we make our Bapriſſ®© 
void, and put our ſelves into tf" 
ſtate of Inhdels, and Heathens. 
Indians were by the Spaniards dif © 
ven to Baptiſm in droves, like C\*% 
tel to the water, without knoſf © 
ing what it meant , or what thif*" 
did in it : were theſe Chriſtians 
vertue of (uch a Baptiſm? Eſped* \ 
ally , is there any reaſon to thinf** 
thoſe of thera ſuch , who as ſoon F< 
they were: free , made open df 
clarations againſt it. And are th" 
among us” Chriſtians , who waf<. 
figned with that Religion when t 
could not belp it, and profeſs againf,P! 
it by their aCtions , "pp cglec qu 
.as foon'as they are" in capacifſ®* 
4 
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godo it? who diſown'it, when they 
| mes called to put their ſeal, 
Ind to declare their allowance and 
| Gerobarivn: > Their ſwreties 1nga- 
dfor them'that they ſhould believe 
Fe Chriſtian Faith keep God's 
mmandments , and renounce the 

World, the Fleſh and the Devil: 
 Fot lay thyſe by their practiſe, what 
he | tbcy'to 'do to undertake (uch 
lings for us? we will ſtand tono 
Kh ingagements:* we are calFd 
to make' this good our (elves in 
rſon at the other Sacrament, or 

y our neglefts to declare it void : 
h&»we will not tie our ſelves, or 
wh any-ſuch ingagements on us 3 
will leave our ſelves at large to 
FAA what we pleaſe, and to 

\Qiſe what we phancy, and to 
| tifie and worſhip, as long as we 

tk At. the World, the Devil,and 

'Flcfh, our friends, and deareſt 

) eſpondents. All this likewiſe 
in Par tgnified in the negle&t 
Fthe holy Sacratnent3 and there- 

| certainly ſuch-are no better 
" , D Chriſtt- 
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Chriſtians than the + wild men off 


America: which will turther appeal Lc 
it we conſider, 7.1, +” 
(3.) That by.it they deny thy 


very Profeſſion ot Chriſt Jeſu 
They will not as: much as claim 
nor pretend to him, in any ſolem 
ſignificant way. To ſay that wealt 
Cbriſtzans, and now.and then ( T 
bear 4 SErmon, theſe axe not pro 
telliog, exozgh: They are but calf 
declaxations of our opinion 3 n 
good tfignifcations of our Fe 
The right profeſſion of Chriſtzanity i © 
made, by our* preſenting our Ch wi 
at the. Lords Table, and owni 
our Faith there that is a ſolemn ar 
publique  contefſion and acknowſ#+ 
lIedgment. To hear Sermons 15tC 
often but curioſity or cuſtom 3 to 
we are of the Chriſtian Religions: of 
but a declaring tn what way '\ th 
have been brought up 3 and met 4 
ſo 


educatian-Faith 1s but a faint, unſ 

nifying thing 3 It is but opiaion at 

a low degree of aſſent. *Tis truq © 

- a man may be a Formeliſt and 
Hypc 
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il Hypocrite when he comes to the 
il Lords Table, as well as in other 
Jlower fgnitications of his Religi- 
kJ on. But however, he makes a pro- 
of feſſion, and thet which is proper and 


I ſalemn ; whereas the wilfuly negli- 


4 ge refuſe to make any due conte(- 
T2 


on of Chriſt and his Rehgion. 
{| They openly. deny him before men, 


ol aud ſuch he willdexy before bys Father 
at which i in beaven, Mat. 10.33. To 
od withdraw from the profeſſion of 
Cbriftianity in times of difficulty 
Y 


C and perſecution 15 a great fin; but 


a tis ſuch a one as admits of ſome 


»\ 


od profeſſion of Chriſt in times of La 


'Þ 


gl there is no ſhadow of excuſe, and 


extenuation from the frailty of hu- 
mane nature, and the eemptations of 
fear and ſelf-love ; But to deny the 


berty and incouragement, this is an 


sffront to the Holy Feſus, for which 


fl muſt ariſe trom contempt, and a 
id conteſt. negle& of him. Sxch per- 
& ſons publiſh to the world, that they 


yd Own zothing of Religion but count 


it a diſparagement to be thought 
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any way concern'd for it, And fo 
are by vo means to be accounted 
Chriſtians. Further, | 
(4-) Their refuſal and neglect is 
aquitcing and renouncing the whole 
Covenant that God hath made with 
finners- in his Son. The Covenant 
on-Gods payt offers Grace and Glory; 
and on.ozrs, it binds: to Faith and 
fincere obedience. We are called to 
the Sacxament to ſee God confirms 
ing what he hath promiſed, and 
afluring. us to make good what 
concerns bim : On. the otherſide, 
we are to preſent our fclves there, 
to profeſs our readineſs and reſolus 
tion, to perform our part, to keep 
the terms to which we arc ingaged, 
and upon which we expe& the 
promiſed bleſſings. Now it we wil 
tully refule this .Confirmation, we 
withdraw our ſelves from the Co- 
wenant, and declare that Grace and 
Glory are things that we neither 
care for nor expect, and that w 
will not tie ourſelves to any fait 
cr homagez but would be as'free as 
we 


os 
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we can,to follow the Devil and our 
Lwjſts : and fo are far off from being 
Chriſtians. 


PF nn 


—_————————S 
—— 


CHAP. Iv. 


Have thus briefly ſhewn 'yon 
what is fienified and implyed 
in the xegled of the Holy Sacya- 
ment. Many of you that are guilty 
of this ſin, would I ſuppoſe be loath 


openly, and in wordy, tO renounce 


Chrift-and his Religion , and yet 


while you continue in this obſti- 
nate, dangerous neglect, you do zt, 
as fullyas if your tongues declarcd 
againſt that name and profeſſion. 
And Ithink when any ſuch as theſe 


turn Papiſts, Turks, or Fews, they 


do but change to ſome ſhew of Relj- 
gion, from zone at all. So that it is 
no real difparagement, or lols to 
our Church, - when thoſe Iphdels 
declare in words, what before they 
luftciently ſignihed by their pra- 
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Ciices They go out from us , becauſt 
they were never of ws, 1 Jobn 2-19, 
They dp not change their Religion, 
for they had never any before 
which they might exchange. . 
This,Sirs, in ſerious truth, is thel J 
condition of thoſe that wilfully re- 
tuſe, and negle& the Duty of Holy 
Communion ; And methinks x 
ſhould make ſuch tremble to conſt 
der, that they live in a profeſt and 
impudent contempt. of God. You 
pity Heatbens, and ignorant Ame- 
ricans > but there is work enough 
for your pity at home, and ther 
condition certainly is not worlſe, 
than the condition of thoſe carclels 
negligent ſinners among our ftlves.| 
Yea, the Apoſile tells us, That *tis 
bettcr never to have known the way 
of truth , than after we have known| 
at to turn away from the Holy Com- 
maxdment, 2 Pet.2.21. anq our Sa» 
viour ſaith, It fhall beenore tolerable 
for the dark Tyre and Sidon, at judg. 
ment, than tor the inlightned Ca- 
pernaum andBethſaida, Matt. 11-22. 
we 
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fd We think 3beir condition dread- 
9.4 ful that ſay, there is no God, and to 
| donbt it is ſo : And certainly their 
rel Rate is not Jeſs deplorable ' That 

| acknowledpe there is a God, but de- 
hel fie him, and carry the matter ſo, as: 
a it in -pood- ear#eſt there 'we  $40- 
ly ſuch _ Td hve'at large withbut 
#1 the ſerious profefſion of ſome Reli- 
Gl gion, is britiſh, and w1natiral s Arid: 
id] thoſe Savages that do fo, deſerve 
zu} bot to contmae in the {ocieties of 
+ | wer, bucare' fitter to-range amorig 
þj the wild beaſts of the woods. And 
| ſuch art thoſe arnong us, that ne- 
. | ver make any ſolemn profeſſion 'df 
(s} any Religion, by 'any at of their 
s | «wn. They have wo Religion, bat 
is] t94t. of their Climate, whith they 
y 
" 
j- 


neither underſtand, nor. 'mind ; 
they are Chriſtians by the Chrifftiz- 
nity Of others (viz. the general profeſ- 
»| fox of their Countyy ) or they are 
| noneat all; and if they live and dic 
1 }bi4 condition, wild men and 
- | Campibals will at the laſt be in a bet- 
ter [tate than rhey. 

D 4 And 
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| 
And now, Sis, i Reaſon for: thifFhe 
careleſreſs and danperows nealedsWery 
-am ſuxe you have .nene 5; Nor gapftct 
the fort. 'I am now dealing withnor 
pretend Scyxples.of Conſcience ; Buſput 
yet ſome Excuſes there: are, whidyhis 1 
you kyow:; are but, vain. that. yolſr 
. uſe apon-- occaſion tg take off © 


Wy 
fg of reproof , and to ſeem -qoſcivr 
juſtifie your ſelves by thern/in. theſerf 
fight of .men, Jed; 

Thus they that were invited gofſhad 
. the Supper in the:Parable, Iyche-1402 
.,18. made exeuſes x; Qne had bowghthbir 
ground. and- he muſt fee it-3 a le-fbs 
cond, had bowgbt.Oxen,and he muſtþry 
zry them; and a third, had married{}bi 
a Wife, and could; not come. Noneyw2 
of theſe pretences. had. any, goodywe 
. Tealon in , them 3 they. were - ſome if 
thing to ſay, and had alittle coluur, [po 
but they were not the caxſes of fin 
their not coming to the Supper. td 
No, the true ground was their cox» th 
tempt of the Maſter, and his [1vi- 
tation; and thexetore Matt. 23+ 3 
"tis ſaid , They would not camcy Ik 
| Their 
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xr excuſes were looked cn,as flat 
feryals, and the reaſon is given 
after :'It was not their Crnmd,, 
thinor their Oxen, nor their Marriage 
uÞut their diſefterm of the Lord, and 
ſis Feaft, Fhey made light of it, v 5. 
But thongh theſe excuſes were not 
Wevod, yet they had (forncthing ſpe- 
tofciors 111 them 3: * Twas buſineſs, and'* 
her fidcrable occalions that were al- 

Jedg'd : and ſuch affairs they really 
aſhad , for *tis faid in St. Myz.berr, 
hat that thcy went their way, ome'to 
btbis Farm, and another to bis Mey- 
efd2ndiſc; lo that there was ſon e hinge 
tre 1n- their pleas, though the maix 
ditbing for which they were brought 
Aw2s falſe. But now, if they had (ent 
diword , that the Lords boufe was {fo 
re fer off, that they were not able to 
(0 to it,though really it were with» 
f fin forme few furlongs of their remo- 
Jt dwellings, and not further than 
e Markets, which they conſtantly 
- frequented : There had been more 
ly' 5n this excuſe. If they had 
 Jhid -,, that there was not rom for 
| D 5 thicm 


[ 


5 
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them all in the Lord” s Hoxſe, wheaeha 
they: knew, that it was never 
on fxch occalions, and that a greatthe 
part of thoſe that were invited thou 
would not come, (o that they wendfeve: 
{uxe to find too many empty plaſibe 
ces 3 the , excuſe would have beetfe! 
interpreted as, a mockery , and {ten 
feaff at the inyitation. It theſe 
had told the Meſſengers , thafſb 
they would not come, exceplſanc 
they had each of them a Chair ar 
Eufeion provided for him, aniſthe 
might fit in ſtate and eaſe at thifec 
&nter:ainment, this had beeeref 
greater arrogance than appears itt: 
thoſe Refuſers. It they had ſent thi 
Lord word, that they would nafali 
feaſt with him, at ſuch, or ſuch dfith: 
his Houſes, that were appointed] br 
and were molt convenient tor the 
reception 3 but they would have nc 
bere, or there 3 at home, and »exha 
door 3 in places much leſs fit : Thi by 
would have been a very humerſomll. 
and very rude anſwer to the Inviith 
tation, It further they had is ip 

nal 


1 Fhc 


aſt the Feaſt began to: /00x, : Fee” 


abr could- ndt-riſe ſo early, 
t "the «Sun was 'up+ many 
rbefore, and'they were abroad 


temery day earlier about their other 


neles 'This: alſo had- been an 
ff#ont tothe: Maſtey, and a core 


| Jemp! to'his kindneſs. But it thete 


| and things ſhould hng been ſo 
managed',. as to have avoided all 


" 


ny, _—_— people ſhould have 
in all particulars, 


thife pretences : And yet if after 
hgfech condeſcention they ſhould have 


egrtuſed., they had confrred them- 
ves, and given the lye to their 


a exexſoy 2 But , if notwithſtanding, 


'£ 


ed 


all this, they ſhould have cried out 


that they were peri ſring ſing for wart of. 


bread ; and pf oh. and com- 
lf plain'd heavily 'that proviſi ON Was 


* Mnot made for them ; what could 


2 have been ſaid to fuch an impudent, 


A brazen'd (ort of Hypoerites? 


Ic 
Lal 


; 'Sirs, there are ſome among you. 


Athat underſtand - what 1 roean : 1 
ipeak not thus 'out of 3/1 will to 
upbraid 
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upbraid any otyou; but 1 aughet 


mixd:you, and 40 endeavour to mii # 
-vince you of your {115. ..'Whaticz Tn 
colours the gualty, may ſet upon thajſ tc 
.neglc&ts , and contemwpts: 0 KY 
Ordijvances,, before wen, Gely * q Fe 
BUt be decein'd, Or mock 45; thexdiy 4} 


BO Pubt1ng tricks. upan him»; lk y« ; 
- will "not be perſaoraded-to your! wy vi 
ty, hc bows the reaſon: aud *tis 
vain to make falje flouriſhes, anſ-þ 
excuſes. Yea, ſome mens pretency.'7 
are fo openly untrue, and;grefo,th # 
they cannot as much-as-hope th '2 
deceive men. by them. /Every.onf þ 
fees the falſehood, and lying ot-thell « 
allegations all their atiyns prof t 
claim that; they do [not themſelvi + 
believe, or mean.any thing that thi 
ſay z and yet they;hiave the, pradif 
£iqus, ampudenee. to dye -oh Ta; the 
'tace of Gas , and; conſcience; As 
men. S0 ſeared , and bardxed. a 
{ume in their perverſneſs. and by 
crif.e-, and aG& at#bas pate, :as it i 
were aplay-game, iandyport: of: wi 
iv thaw how many apihycs Sy. 
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to evade" their duty';' with ' ſome 
fhitw of reaſons Ss;Wwhen this vile 
9" Jor+ of evil men have the forehead 
to pretend Religion,they become the 
moſt miſchievous miſcrearts upon 
vw" earch 3 and” the fitteſt Inftruments 
&y that" Sathan can defire or uſe for 
' the' affairs of his: Kingdom. - But 
HW $0 more of them now. 
” Priends, 1 am exceeding trou- 
bled to ſee how nadutiful to God, 
J.and how #nkind to themſelves, how 
al fooliſh and wrezfonable many men 
q are, when they feek for' Inttle ocea- 
ſors to pretend, as reaſons againſt 
the greateſt and moſt important Du- 
of ties z when that which would ex- 
I eſe -notbingeelſe, ſhall excxſe them 
 unto'God:tor « negle? of his wor- 
"ſip, 'm the greateſt Inſtances oft 5e'; 
An'-aking finger,.a few Drops of 
tain, the cold Air, a Fit of Drowſi- 
I oſs, can impertinent- 27fte; or ſach 
pa 1iketrifles, are enough to be pleaded 
t i for-abſence from the Houſe of God, 
q arid Holy:Communion with him. 
a4 "My: wite was not at homey! or ſhe 
on? -:" Was 
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was buiſie, my Childs head; aked; 
or I had friends to dine with . elf Lo: 
therefore 1 could #0t be at the, Saf inv 
crameut. Therefore I caoxld not bf at 1 
For ſhame falſe man ! offer ſwch} tho 
exculesto thy Mafter,or thy Prenceyl led; 
when he commands, and expects} a 
thine attendance, fee how he will] the 
take them from thee : yea offex ſuch for 
but to thine equal, that waits' for the 
thee on affairs of moment, and try 
how kindly he will receive 'the 
diſappointment 'on.. ſuch grounds 
Doſt -thou uſe to fay;: I could nat] tic 
£0 out to market to buy. necefia | w 
ries, becauſe *twas cold weather 3 
I could not go to Dinner to my 
kind Neighbour next opt in«| c< 
vitcd me; becauſe I had upon Þ| Bl 
my great Toe? Areſuch pretences} A 
too trifling.to be uſcd on (ach. or- || th 
dinary occalions, and are they} 
enough tor the gages will they | ſo 
ſerve to excule thy negle& of al 
feeding thy ſoul with, the bread: of | p 
life, and thy making proviſion for | C 
ctexnity? Will they gs” t 
my 


thy 


to the Lozds Supper: © 63 
wi thy not waiting on thy Lord, the 
I Lord of Lite and Glory, when he 
4 invited thee to the Feaſt of Love, 
FI at the Houſe of Banquets ? What 
by thoughts haſt thou of the prive- 
if ledges of the Goſpel, the Communi - 
pf as of Saints, the peace of Conſcience, 
bÞ the joyes of the Holy Ghoſt, the 
b | foretaſts of Glory 3 what, I ſay, doſt 
rj thou think of zheſe, if they have 
not ſo much power with thee as the 
moſt acknowledged trifles? With 
how. much leſs reſpe& and devo- 
tion .doſt ' thou ſerve God, than 
wicked men do the Devil and their 
Luſts ? When they invite to jolly 
meetings and communion in debau- 
chery and.,beaftial madneſs, do the 
Blades uſt to make ſuch. excuſes ? 
Are they diverted and kept off from 
their britiſh ſatisfaQtions by ſuch 
Nothings ? certainly they could not 
ſo excuſe themſelves to their luſt s 
and vile Companions. And do you 
pretend to be worſhippers of the 
God of Heaven, and worſhippers of 
the beſt and pureſt ſort, to be Chri- 


ſtians, 


= 


__ 
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tans, - and” expetants of eternal Ma 
glories as rewards oft your ſervicesyf on; 
and do you thus ferve-your Makerghwh 
ow and then. when the humour one 
tekes you, when the Devil hath Gb 
byſincſ7 tor you, and you have nol ſfea 
thing elſe- to do? Are you nd k6 
aſhamed to confte{s that Religion me! 
hath ſoli:ttle power. with you, and{ hea 
that every thing can do more with 
you, than your azty to God, and | 
the intereſt - of your ſoils ? Do” 
you thus work out your ſalvation ? 
Do you thus ſeek a Kingdom , a hea- 
venly Kingdom, an everlaſting King-|| + 
dom ? Is this the work and patience þ 
of the Goſpel ? Ts this running ; 
and ftriving, and fighting, and givingh,} ( 
diligence # Is this eutting of rig (co 
hands, and plucking out right eyes PF 
Is this forſuking all and following 
Cbriſt ? It there be-any reaſon, 1 tha 
there be any ſhame, it there be any Wt 
Conſcience, it there be any ſevſe of! 
God" and Religion m you , let not? wh 
ſmall matters' keep you from this Yu 
your greateſt duty and concerns IE 
Make 


| .: #0 the Lozds Supper. 

1 Make,no. more ſuch pain and ſelf- 
condemning Apologies. 1 know not 

{whether it were not better for you 

ff once for all, to ſay you ans no 

I Cbriftians 3- than to infiſt on ſuch 

| fbavreleſs pretenſions for your neg- 

ths .of Chyift and his appoint- 

#I ments. I add no more on. this 

d{ head now I pray God you 'may 

fly to heart what I have ſaid. 

dl | 

0 - ++ 4 OY E ME 
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; CHAP. V. 


Fe 


Paſs now to- diſcourſe with the 
+14 other (ort of Refuſers, viz. 
08. (2) Thoſe that ſtand off upon the 
; ſcore of miſtakes of Conſcience. . In 
FFpplying my felt. to tbem, 1 ſhall 
Nnder the moſt weighty objeGions 
5 that carry any colour ot conſcience 
y wich than.. And though I know 
jFmany pretend ſeruples of this ſort, 
;Ayheo i1n,earneſt tbey are #6t the rea- 
wok, their. negles 3 yet becauſe 
&y are-ſo to ſome, I (hall take them 
( to 


WR 


Y 
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to accounts. They are of ti 
{orts, j 

(1.). Such as hinder men off 

ſometimer, and in part. b, 2 
(2) Such as wholly obſtylyyt 


their Communion, and are preten 
'ed as grounds , why they can | 
partake with us at 'axy time. Þrd 
Of the firſt kirid are theſe hl, 
follow 3 viz 
(1) We hear ſometimes , | 
world not bave negleted the hi 
Sacrament, bat I wes wot in charithy 
ſuch, or ſuch a'perfon hath abul 
me, and 1 was at odds with hin, 
ſo that Idurſt not come. ] - Ju 
To this I fay , That in ſeach; 
occafion, thou art ſerioxfly, and 
partially to conſider, whether hc 
diſpkaſure were juſt or with þ 
upon the determining of: this 
depend the ftate of the cafe. Ithh 
(1) Thy diſpleaſure were jo 
and thy Neighbour hath done tl 
wrong, and perſiſts in it withoutſhm, 
pentance, or reparation >..*tis NOW; 
charitableneſs to be ont with hillknc 
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r think amiſs of him. In ſ#ch a 
Jale, thy axger is no fin, ſo long as 
keeps it ſelf within juſt bonnds. 
Se angry, and fin not, faith the A- 
Woltle, Eph.4.26. they may be parted. 
nd what 15 70 fin cannot fit us 
"Tr the boly Communiox. For tht 
Prdinance doth not oblige us tobe 
Strconciled in our thoughts to wick- 
3d, and 24jurious men, while they 
Snpenitently continne ficcb ; It will 
. pdeed ire us not to revenge 
Sur ſelves on them, to do them 
g, or to defire their rune, or 
& much as brt; but »vt to have 
$4 and good thoughts of them 
'Fhile they continue obſtinate in their 
x, and injxſtice : etherwiſe it were 
the power of every wicked perſon 
Mo hinder the good man from the 
PBacrament, when he pleaſed. On 
Much angoccalion (I lay) we may be 
Wimocently angry, and not only pity 
he injurious man, which many 
times is but a proxd, though more 
Waxfible word to diſguiſe anger by. 
Mind the man that is but ebws juſtly 
diſplea- 


63 An Earneft Invitation, bk, 


pleaſed with. an. offendor agauhchg 
God, and himſelf, 1s not indiſpofom . 
for the Sacrament thereby. It thhow 
be your caſe at any time, you ought. a 
not to permit the injury of anothnſi(t 
todo you ſo mach more, .as to Kelfht | 
you from your attendance on Chllkth « 
at his Feaſt. of Love. Hent 
But (2 ) It upon examination yud | 
have found, that your anger, athhd | 
diſpleaſure was #xjuft z then tliknef 
fin, and the wrong was: on -yolhr (| 
part, and you ought to repent of Myc, 
and reſolve againſt it,” as a prepaniu 
tion for the holy. Sacraments Athy (1 
if you do ſo, the Sacrament will 
a proper means to your end > Thakyy 
you will find confiderations , hen; 
belps tor the cooling of the heath 
your paſſion 3 and tor the allayinhly, 
the boy/zngs of your rage, and ay 
woſity : I ay, it you are canvinaq 
1n your conlcience, that your wraſ þ 
15 z-1deſerved, you ought to reperh , 
and it -you do fo, you ought to u 
the Holy Sacrament tor the.confi " 
mation ot your repentances '- 
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| So that the (cruple of #ot being 
charity cannot juſtly keep any 
on the Sacrament, but thoſe that 
Wow they hate their brother with- 
Wit.a cauſe, and are relolv*d to 
Wltſt in that hatred 3 ſuch as will 
be reconcile> to one that 
th done them wrong, though he 
$jents, and endeavours reparation : 
Wd ſuch, in cfte, renounce Chriſt, 
a declare that they expect no 
Tncht from his merit, Or mediation 
Wrthe obtaining pardon for them- 
Ives. It this be your condition, 
wm may wcll. be afraid to come 
the Holy Sacrament 3 and you 
ay as well tremble to pray, For- 
Mive us our treſpaſſes , as we forgive 
m that treſpaſs againſt ww. For 
Mis is directly praying againit your 
Ives. Ihope it is not #þ4y with 

ly of you that make this excep- 


; 
1 


IG " 

# But your neighbour you think 
MF-1n evil man, hath done you 3nju- 
Jy, and not askt your pardoy., Or 
 Mught your amends: you are there- 


forc 
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fore diſpleaſed with him, and teu, 
much anger mm your mind again{;, 
him 3 but yetare very ready to fahul 
give him upon his ac edgmenthnc 
and defire of forgiveneſs. It it bea4 ( 
ter this manner with you, yithe 
ought not to abſtain from the Ste 
crament for this reaſon 3 but ml, 
ther to addreſs your ſelves to tj 
to provide and pray that your ji! 
anger may not grow into mallhf | 
and rage; that you may not thy 
provoked to repay your eneny Oh 
injury for another, but that by t 
due uſe of thoſe holy myſteries yr 
may be more inclined to forgi 7 
when he ſhall be fie for it. This} 
think is ſufficient for that doubt. Sha 

(11) Some plead 3 [1 have hc 
much buſineſs faln upon me , thatly, 
have not time to prepare my ſelf, aliyq, 
therefore I cannot come ſti 

In A4»ſwer to this, T ſhall Why 
ſometbing that concerns * Buſingillc 
and ſomething * that concen 
Preparation. ; 


(18. 
(1) As to Buffnefs. Doth youlh 
Buſm, 
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ſneſs afford you time to eat, and 
I and ſleep, and none to fit your 
Youls for ſpiritual entertainments , 

1d converſe with God ? 

(2) Have you any greater. have 
, 2 any better bein; than to 
tepare your lelycs to remember the 
e of your dear Lord, to meet 
With him, to rexew your Covenant 
mh God, and to receive pledges 
"St his pardon , and his love? Du 
- Sou not reckon, that this is buſi- 


(4 


73 and the moſt zmpertaxt and 
ſary bukineſsz and ſhall the 
Trtater matters give place to the 
FE: 
Wy (3) Is not much of the buſineſs 
* Fiat hinders, needleſs ? have you 
e Foot polxntarily involv'd your {clt 
Min more affairs than it was neceſſary 
ou front, or than your ſtate or ita» 
' way in the-world requir'd ? might 
it ſome of it have. been put off to 
Wome other time; or right not the 
Time that you ſpend in impertinen- 
Wed = — in ſome of that 
Aubn 


(| 


Ask 
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Ask your Conſciences theſe que#Janc 
ſtions 3 and know, that what ever]the 
buſineſs you take upon you: mort{fin, 
than is conſiſtent with your duty toreſc 
God, and to your ſouls, that baſi-[par 
neſs is your ſin. But if your bulineſsÞanc 
were not voluntary, but thrown on'Jreſo 
you by Providence; the doing (uch}tby 
b neceſſary buſineſs is Gods work 3 atid}- ( 
| while you do it in hisfear, and withed 
an eye to his glory, you are doing pre; 
ſomewhat that is a preparation torfuo 
the Holy Sacrament, or at leaſt thatwh 
which doth not by any means i4Fthn 
difpaſe you for it. And hence Ic 
paſs to the Anſwers that concern -Jren 

I. P:eparation- As to this takeqwe 
theſe two things. | 

(1) There are Preparations re in 
quired to Prayer and Hearing , agat 
well as to the Sacrament z "Mediz4*Þ0-1 
tion 1s the Preparation for PrayeryFanc 
and Prayer the Preparation: tore 
Hearing , and I hope that notwith' yoo: 
ſtanding your buſinels you per-Fat 
form theſe duties : .It xor; you' ar* 
to repens ſpeedily of your negledef 

| and, 
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and to take the firft opportunity of 
r]the Sacrament, there to confeſs your 
ſim, to declare your repentance and 
reſolutions of amendment 3 to beg, 
[pardon for what you have omitted, 
Ffand grace to affiſt you in what you 
n'}reſolve. But if you have perform'd 
thoſe holy ſervices, then 1 ſay 
d} (2) That thoſe performances joyn- 
hed with Faith and repentance arc 
gipreparation for the Holy Commu- 
ron. For when we bear, and 
when we pray, we do the fame 
thing that we do at the Sacrament, 
though xt with that ſolemnity 3 we 
remember Chriſt when we bear, and 
ewe do the ſame, and renew our 
JEnerant with God when we pra 
e4F(m which two I have -told you the 
2Fmture of- the Ordinance conſfifts; ) 
;Fo-that theſe as are diſpoſitions 
yy/and preparations for that which 1s 
Ire more ſolemn performance. A 
1d life in the diſcharge of our 
r-Feuties towards God and man, is an 
r=Pobitual and' conftont. preparation for 
te Haera ment Fo true Chriſtian 

5 
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15, alwayes.yeady .and. prepared te 
cevenberCirif.cand t9-confirm th 
Corenans, whereby: he ig a Chriſtian, 
It $ andged vory fat, that weſhould 
take {ome time befoxe we approadt 
the Lords ;;Table.,; to call togethe 
into gur thoughts the (everal grez 
inſtances gtthe love at our dear Sg 
xioup.,, which we' gre to 1ememb 
#here > hat particyler fins we hay 
tO couf;ly, and to reſolve and N 
nant againſtwhat graces we wan 
and are mote eſpecially toimplon 
Theſe chings we ſhould: do , bu 
they are. pot; warks,ithat will ut 
quire much. labour or time,.if.w 
havebeen conſtant in the other 
paratory dutics of Meditation, Pr 
er, and. Hegring 3 for ,they.do' baby 
zuate ſuch thoughts and reſolutic 
to the fouls of gged met). ; But 
thy caſe be ſuch, that-thou haſ} be 
an ev man, and negtigenz: of 
ſpiritual duty 3 'but axt noweafi 
of thy. ſin, and deſirous to reforn 
that ſenſe and #boſe defires of amenq_ 
ment (af they. are ſincere,Jandit thi 


und 
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underſtandeſt the wature of the $2 
crament,. and God's Covenant that 
is ſcaled by it) are thy preparations. 
The more time thou takeſt, and the 
more prayers and thoughts thou im- 
"1 ployett with other means, to make 
4 the /enſe of lin deep, and the deſires 
| of reformation zxtenſe and great 3 
the more thou art prepared; and the 
better things are like to ſucceed 
with thee : But it thy preparations 
are of a lower, and more impertc 

degree, (it of the true kind). thou 
oughteſt not therefore: 30, abſtain. 5 
God will pardox thy iufirmities, and 
accept of thy ſincerity, and ſtreygehen 
thee ſo, that thou: ſhalt be better 
prepared againſt axother opportugity, 


7] if thou art not wanting to' thy (elf. 


But as to this I. may have qcgation 
to (peak more under the ncxt 
Head, to which I now come : 

Viz. (1) Toconfider the Scyy- 
ples of Conſcience that keep ſome off 
wholly, from publickyg Communions. 
They are. cither of ſach as refrain 
Ml: beeaule, (x) they think; themſelves 

2 
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unworthy, or (2) of thoſe that do 
it becauſe they think others unwor- 
thy, or (3) of ſuch as refuſe on the 
opinion, that the way of adminiftra- 
tion 1s unworthy. Moſt of the conli- 
derable, and uſual doubts will fall 
under one or other of theſe. I begin 

with thoſe of the firſt fort. 

(1) We would come to the 
Holy Communion, but alas we are 
not worthy of ſo great an honour and 
priviledge xr, we are afraid to 
come, becauſe we hear that be that 
eats and drinks nnworthily, eats and | 1 
drinks bis own damnation. ] 

To +his, propoſed thus in the | 1 
general, I anſwer (1) wearealſo| 

7 
) 
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wnworthy of common mercies, of 
meat and drinkand raiment 3 and of 
the more uſual Siritza] mercies , 
that God ſhould Seak unto us, or 
that we ſhould be permitted to] i 
BSeakunto him; ſhall we therefore | | 
flarve our (elves, and go naked? | + 
ſhall we therefore refuſe to hear, | : 
and pray? In the Sacrament there 
is ſomething of dxty, and ſemerbing 
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of priviledge 3 when we are com- 
manded to do a duty reaſonable 
and juſt, ſhall we refuſe becauſe 
we are #xworthy ? when we are it- 
vited unto a benefit great and free, 
and peceſſary, ſhall we reſiſt it be- 
cauſe we are not worthy? To do thus 
is to render our ſelves more wnde- 
ſerving. When God offers favours, 
we may and orght to accept, though 
we are unworthy of them, 

(2) All men are unworthy in 
the ſenſe of the Law. Every man 
in bis beſt eftate is altogether vanity, 
Plal. 39. 5. We are all an wnclean 
thing,and our righteouſneſs is as filthy 
rags, Ila. 64. 6. The meaning 1s, 
all men are ſixners, and ther beſt 
ſervices are imperfe and polluted. 
There is none righteous , no not 
one, according to the ſtrineſ(s and 
ſeverity of the Law , which re- 
quired unfinning obedience. This 
unworthineſs then is not a reaſox 
why thou ſhouldſt refrain ; yea 

(3) If thou art ſenſible of this 
thine #xworthineſ5, and deſirous to 
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be made more worthy; thou ought= 
eſt for #hat reaſon to come. *Tis: 


ſuch that Chriſt invites : Come znto: 
me all ye that are weary and heavy: 


laden, and Twill give you reft, Matt. 
T1. 28: Hecame #0t to call the righ> 
trous, but ſinners to repentance, Matt. 


9c 13. Ho every man that thirſteth: 


come ——Tfa:'55. 1+ The Spirit and 


the. Bride ſay come, and let : him that” 


75 athirſt come , — Rev-22.17+ Senſe 
of firitual wants, and deſire of ſþi- 
ritual ſupplies 1s part of Goſpel- 
worthineſs > and that which gives a: 
right to the Sacrament: Thy: being; 
an worthy finner, 1s not axcaſon 
why thou ſhouldlt refrain, except 
thou art obſlixately reſolv'd to cox - 
tine ſo. The Beggar 15 never the 
more waworthy of an alms becauſe he 
is in rags,and great miſery 3 nor the 
ſich man the more unworthy of the 
care and pains of a Phyſician, be- 
cauſe his diſcaſe is great and violent 
upon him. Jf indeed the Beggar 
Imes and chooſtth want, and \corns 
charity 3 It the Patient bates and re- 
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its the Phyſician and his apptitas 
po > 1n ſich a cale:the Gnokk an- 
worthy of relief, and the other»of 
the” Means of healths 1It: this be thy 
caſe in-Piritxaly, tho art amiwvorthy; 
and till thou art of another tem- 
per ,; I would:.not :pertwade / thy 
coming. \But: it'on he bther-handy 
thou art ſenfil/e of thy:fowv, and'de- 


| frrow of pardon andprace.to retourm, 


thou haft the qualifcation thatiren-. 
ders thee one that may and aught 
to come: :: 'andithon art orthy,: a5 a 
Beggar'is'of-an-alms, ior the fick-of 
pts that is/thou warnteſt it; and 
Chriſt invites thee to come.. to re- 
ccive ſupplies ſutable to thy wants. 
So that it it be thus with thee, the 
fentence'ot the Apoltte pronounced 
on. him that eats and: drinks Hp 
wotthily - willinot concern thee. 

But the | doubter preflſeth the 
matter more - particularly ; Know- 
ledge, Faith , and Repentance are 
neceſſary to this worthineſs :- But T 
have no knowledge I cannot belive; 
E cannos repent 3 and. therefore "als? 
Fepms E 4. at 
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rot worthy. ] | abc 
I ſhall: (peak to theſe diſtznly,| wh 
and apart... [Jin 


As to what concerns (I) Rnow-| Bu 
ſedge I propoſe theſe things. | 
(1) Perhaps thou art miftaken| in 
in the degrees of Knowledge that are} ra; 
neceſſary. It is not neceſſary that] ay 
thou ſhould bave knowledge in| lef 
deep and controverſal points, no,nop | w: 
yet in many dofrinal opjnions about | es 
Religion, that axe leſs Seculativey | ti 
and zice : It is not neceſſary that 
thou ſhouldeſt be acquainted with 
the difputed matters about the $4+ | # 
crament , or be able to diſcourſe | 
largely upon the ſubjet. No, | k 
Neceſſary knowledge 1s in few things, | ": 
and thoſe prafical. It therefore | t 
thon art inſtructed in the main | ! 
plain points of Chriſtian Dofrine, | t 
and in the great rules of Chriſtian | 
Life 3 If thou underftandeſt the Sa- | | 
crament tO be a Remembrance of | « 
| 

| 


Chrift, and a coufirming our Cove- 
xaut with God; and knowelt thoſe 
eqfie things I have before ſct oe 

about 


v WV. OM GT..oafl Os nv G55 0 523 4 


to the Lozds Supper. 8x 
about it : There is no reaſon then 
why thou ſhouldli. plead ignorance 
- barr to thy duty and priviledges 
ut p 
(2) If thou art really ignorant 
in thoſe plain things 3 thy igno- 
rance is 4nexcufable 3 *tis a great fin, 
and an argument of prodigious care- 
lefeſs and negleft. For no-one can 
wayt capacity to know things ſo 
esfie, and no one can want opportu- 
wity to know urs lo common , 
and no one can plead excxſe for not 
endeavouring to know things ſo 
neceſſary. It this then be thy calc, 
repent of thy ſtupidity and care- 
k(neſs that occalioned thy igno- 
rance, and apply thy (elf preſently 
to thy ſpiritual Guide, or {ome ho- 
neſt knowingNeighbour to inſtruct 
thee in thoſe great and neceflary 
matters. Be afraid and afhamed to 
live a day longer in ſuch dangerous 
darkneſs amidſt fo much clear light: 
And till thou haſt got out of this 
ſtate of wilful blindneſs, meddle 
not with holy myſteries. But this, 
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I hope, is the condition but of verY 


few 'of you : Thoſe that make the. 


objecion are moſtly ſuch as do it 


upon the former miſtake, which , 


have endeavoured to re&ifie. 
(ID) Want of Faith is pleaded. 
And to this ſcruple I ſay 
(x-) Perhaps thou art ont , and 
haſt' been mis-taught in the Do- 
Ctrine of ' Faith. It may be thou: 
takelt Faith to be an aſſurance of 
falvation; or ſuppoſeſt that it re- 
quires thy aſſent to many Princi- 
ples, and ſuch as are wareaſonable, 
or doubiful ; or perhaps' thy mind 
hath been confornded. by -phraſes, 
and various, metaphorical and da 
repreſentations of Faith 3 ſo thar 
thou doſt not as much as know 
what it is, or wherein it conſiſts. 
Theſe all have been, and often. are 
. the' caſes of many wel-diſpoſed 
Chriſtians. The good man 1s not 
abſolutely aſſured of his ſalvation z 
or he- doubts ſometimes of many 
dotirines and opinions that he. hath 
been taught to believe as Fundas 
mentals, 
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\ | mentals, or. his. underſtanding is 
| confuſed by variety.: of odd. noti- 
- | ens: and therefore he_ thinks he. 
; | hath zot Faith, and dares not ap- 
proach . the Holy Table. If anyot 
. | theſe be thy condition, recity thy 
thoughts 3 and thou'wile be:xid of 
L | thy vain fears: Conſider the paat- 
«| ter freely look on it in the:light of 
x: | ſcripture and reaſon, and thou wile 
£ | find, that thoſe conceits about Faith 
= | were grozndleſy. Lay this down 
= | for certain, that the plaineſt: and 
| moſt. ohvious. account of it is tract; 
d | For God would not make, thas 
the great condition of the Goſpel; 
& | which is difficult to underſtand. 

rt | Now. the plain, ſcriptural, rational 
x | Notion is this, . Faith in the general. 
7. | 15-the belief of a Propoſition affirm- 
'e | cd; Divine Faith, the belief of lome= 
& | thing upon a Divine Teſtimenyz.Goſ- 
2t | pel-ſaving Faith is ſuch a belief of 
| 3 | -Divine Teſtimony, as hath influence 
y | upon the - beart and pradiice ,. and 
h | conforms them unto it. It now 
2» | We belicye other Teftimonies, but wot 
tak 
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that which God hath given us by, 
and of his Sex, our Faith is meer- 
ly hxmane, and we have nothi 
to do with the Holy Sacrament. v 
we believe the Revelations of God 
in the Goſpel , but that belief hath 
not yet had ſwch power upon our 
affetiions and converſations as it 
ought and as we defire : In this 
caſe we may, and 'tis our daty, to 
come to the Lords Table, to pro» 
feſs that depree of Faith which we 
bave, and to pray for more; that it 
may be made ſo firong and oy 
as to traxsform our hearts, and a 
our powers into the /ikeneſs of it, 
and mto bis likenefs who is the An- 
#hboy and finifher of our Faith. And 
finally,if our Faith hath already had 
#his effe upon us, we are tocome 
to the Sacrament for further com 
firmatton of it. This is the ſhort 
and plain account of the matter 
and if I ſhould run it out inte fur- 
ther diſcourſe, this part would be 
difpropoxtioned to the reſt. If my 
bxcvity leave any of you _— 
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fed in this, or any other thing be- 
longing to my fubje&t, I am at 
hand, willing and ready to give 
you further fatisfaction. But 

(2) It maybe the mweakyeſ7 and 
imperfeftion of thy Faith makes thee 
think thou haft zone. In this cafe 
ask thy felt the queſtion. Do I 
think that Chriſt Feſws was an 


 Impoſtor , and that the Goſpel is a 


Fable ? Thou ftartleſt, and abbor- 
reft theſe thoughts : Hence thou 
mayſt be affured that thou haſt 
fome degree of Faith. But that (it 
may be) is very ſmall and low: 
Be that the cafe; Ask thy ſelf then 
again, whether thou haſt any deſire 
that thy neak hgith ſhould be 
ſtrengthened, and thy imperfedt Faith 
thould be improved to greater and 
nobler meaſures? If thouart a per- 
fon fit to be dealt with under this 
Head of Confcience, it is thus with 
thee : thou art ſorry for this imper- 
fetiion, and defireus of growth and 
im ent - And it fo, apply thy 
felt to the Holy Sacrament, as to 
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the proper means of growth, and re» 
med y of thy imperfections. Here thy 
Faith will be exerciſed, and by cx 
erciſe it will be felt 3 ſo that thy 
doubts, whether thou baſt any, or 
no, will be clcared off experience 
will aſſure thee, And how. thy 
Faith will by the uſe ofthis Ordo- 
nance be quickned and. advanced, 


\ I have ſhewn already. Thus. to- 


the Objection from the luppoſcd 
want of Faith. - But 

(UIL) The good man thinks that 
he wants Kepentance too : He can- 
not repext he ſaith, and therefore 
15 not worthy. In anſwer, I take no- 
tice that 

In Repenta 
conſiderable, 
and 2 Turxing from it to a life of 
Holineſs and Vertue, 

(1) It may be thy ſorrow is not 


"'B two things are 


{0 intenſe and great as thou thinkit_ 


is fit and ſuitable to ſuch an occa- 
ſion : Thou canſt not weep and: 
grieve ſo much tor thy fin as the e- 
vils .of it xcquires, and yet thau 
__mayſt 


« 1 Sorrow tor (in, 
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» [mayſt not wholly want the grace of 


Repentance. Al -indeed are ſinners, 
and all muſt repent + But men are 
ſinners in different meaſures , and 
degrees of guilt 3 and their ſorrow 
and humiliations will likewiſe be 
different. Deeper Convictions and 
greater agonies and pangs of ſorrow 
may be expe&ed from them whoſe 


' [fins havebeen capital and notorious, 


than from thoſe others whole lives 
have been more civil, and leſs 
tainted with - ranting enormitics. 
It may be then, thy Education 


- | hath been ſober, 6 thy inclinations 


not bent towards the groſler vices z 
thou haſt not committed any bor- 
rid crimes, or ſuch lins as look gaſtly 
in the conſcience z and conſequent- 
ly thy Converlion : hath not thoſe 
terrours, aud that dread in it, thoſe 
melting ſorrows, and violent cx- 


.| preſſicns of grict that thou obſer- 


veſt in ſome others. Though it 
be thus, thou haſt no reaſon to be 
diſcouraged, if thy forrw be ſo 
much as. to engage thee to aus 
eny 
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thy (elf bcetore God, ſincerely to | rc 
beg grace and nogoney? , and to | a 
obtain from thee hatred of thy ſings, | m 
and reſolutions agamſt them ; that 
forrow of thine is godly ſorrow, and | as 

xt of true repentance, though it| 1. 

ve not the greateſt degrees of wes | da 
bemence : Theſe may be wanting on | ry 
an other account alfo in them that | th! 
are truly penitentz their tempers | de 
may bg more cold, and their paſſrons | de 
ealmer , than others are; and onto 
this ſcore their reſentments leſs no- | ble 
table , and the expreſſions of them |ha' 
tels eager : So that violences in fors 
row are not alwayes arguments of 
tre repentance, nor the abſence of |rex 
them a ſign of impenitencyand hayds 
eſ7. If thou art ſo ſenſible of fin 
as to defire and endeavour to overs 
come and forfake it , thou art a 
penitent in part, and thou oughteſt 
to come to the Sacrament for the 
ſtrengthening of that ſenſe, and to 
gain more afliſfance, and more reſo» 
lation to- fubdue thy fin. And if 
there be-any real defec} in thy ſor- 
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row, repair thither, that it may be 
awakened, and excited to degrees 
more becoming and effeive. 

But (2) The objeRion preſſeth 
as to the other part of Repentance- 
I cannot leave my fin, and therefore 
dare not approach the holy Myſtc- 
ry. ] But doſt thou defire it ? doſt 
thou exdeavorr it ? It ſo, though thy 
delixes are imperfect, and thy en- 
deavours weak, yet it is thy duty 
to preſent thy ſelf at the holy Ta- 
ble. There thou mayſt expe& to 
have thy defires increaft , and thy 
endeavours bightned and encouraged. 
And how both the former act of 
repentance , which is ſorrow, and 
this of averſation are promoted by 
the Sacrament, I have particular- 
ly ſhewn in the former periods, 
to which Lreterre you for fuller an- 
ſwer to this, and ſuch like objet- 
ons. 

Thus of the (cruples that ariſe 
fromthe firſt Head, the appre- 
henfion of our own nunworthineſ5. 
I deſcend to another. 

(11) Some 
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(11) Some abſtainfron the $4 
erament becauſe of the Gnwozthb |. 
neſs of -Drhers 4' wich4d'men aft 
admitted, and' they wil not haveſ 
communion with ſuch. Yea, theyh. 
are commanded. to have no fellow] 
#-ip with them, Eph. 5..1 i. and 
come 0ut from: AS. them, 2 Cors , 
7 

fo che: anſwering > thistpropebif® 
theſe things to be conſidered# 4 

(1) Haſt *thou taken the MF; "| 
thoad- of our- Saviour, Matt. 1 8. 'r5 th 
with thedimer; from whoſe een Br 
munion thou 'thinkett' thaw: mk 
withdraw? Haſt thou privatelytol 
him-of his faults? Haſt thou Fl 
moniſht him before witneſſes ? Hh 
thou told the Church 2 If {6 "thi 
haſt done, and heperliſt fill in hl 
wickednels, he will no! doubt WF © 
legally excluded. from Chriſtial | 
Communicn z and (o the foundation 
'of thy doubt will be taken off. ba. 

(2) How art thou fore, whenl. * 
thou ſeeſt thoſe thou calleſt wick?" 
come to the - Saerament , that: theyſy,” 
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j- 
0not repext of their wickedneſs, 


7 


: y beg -p#rdon for their fins, and 
reupth Againiftt them 2. How doft 


pou know that they are not come 
"þbind'themſelves by deep refolu- 


J "ns, and ſacred vows to a | firi- 
f Warfare, and a new obedience ? 
t Ir cs makes profeſi5 of 
Tb defipns afid Feſolitions, and how 
it thow krrow' that that profeſſion 
inſuicere. ? Haſt thou a way of 
ing into the heart? 

Bat che mart'retarns! to his fins 


i 


4 ,ploon as he hath done, and bexce 


bu wilt fay- thou knoweſt his by- 
ihe. This indeed were (ome- 
Ping if it could be certainly fore- 
2 ; but how he will demean him+» 
" after the Sacrament thou canſt 
af t fotretel > This may have more 
fe&t upon him than former Sacra- 
Ments have had 3 This I fay may be, 
þd charity thinketh no evil, but be- 
veth all things, bopeth all things, 
7-13. Or, If it now agam prove 
erwilſe, itis no certain evidence 
that 


( 


de 


Kd come'to the holy Ordinance- 


gr 
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| 


t 
that the man ouly made pretence;{<c 
and ſhew; he might they meat 
and defign truly and well ; but tempPp#ri! 
tations, and his lufts were too ſtrong » 
for him, and carried him away af" 
eainſt all his endeavours and refc ot | 
lations. .tV 

(3) Thou performeſt other (@ub! 
cred duties, in which thou remen#P« 
breft Chriſt, and haſt «& | 
with God, in the company of eniſf}h0t 
men. Thou joyneft in hearing, and 
publick prayers with ſachs ar 
why maylt thou not be preſent 
the Sacrament with them ? 

If it be pretended as a reaſon « 
difference, That hearing the word | 
and Prayer , are converting Ordpun 
nances, but the Sacrament 1s not ſoÞo « 
I ask thee then whether thou mean{ 1 
eſt by | converting |] a turning megjſine 
from open infidelity to the Profeſſinqpt b 
of the Chriſtian» Faith, and . thi 
owning of Chriſtian Virtues? oe 
only the turning thoſe that profiſſor 
this Faith and Religion before, to 
the praiſe of them. If thou intend 
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the former , the Sacrament in- 
deed is mo converting Ordinance , 
jor are the JYYord and Prayer ordi- 
xparily uſed for ſzch purpoles among 
$5, Where the Goſpel is already 
agcnerally profeſt : And thou dot 
o$ot bear the company of the wicked 
ft which we ſpeak in the places of 
ublick worſhip , upen any ſuch 
xpeQation. 

But it by eonverting ordinance 
ou meaneſt ( as is moſt likely) 
auch a one as God uſcth as a means 
ao cauſe men profcfling the name 

t Chriſt to depart from iniquity, 

d tern from fin to holineſs, and 
from the power of Sathan unto God 3 

ſee no reaſon why any ſhould 
Aaink, or ſay that the Sacrament is 
ſ7Þ0 converting Ordinance. 

If it be not, either *tis becauſe 
ate Sacrament is no proper means 
iaor becauſe God will not concarrre b 
thahis Grace with it. Nezther of theſe 
es be (aid with any ſhew of rea- 

mn : Not - the former; for why 
qtould not the ſolemn — 


1d 
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of Chriſt, and the. conſideration;g| c.. 
what he hath doxe and ſuffered be; his 
means for the killing of fin, whis - 
he came to deſtroy, and the prom ; 


ting holineſs, which he lived a < 
dyed to advance ? yea, what can! $ 

G led likely and a 
uppoled more likely and powerſy . 


for the promoting of #ha# bleſly 
purpoſe ? why ſhould not the fi 
and ſeal of Gods gracious Cavena 
to give pardon and cternal Glory} c 
all that forſake their fins, and li 
an holy: life, be a. fit inſtrumentt 


. provoke, thoſe that underſtand 4 C 
to renounce their fiag,..and to. der &; 
themſelves - unto ; holineſs? wi Ot 


ſhould not that ſolemn,ſacred ingas thi 

ment, that all that know what the O+ 
do, lay on. themſclyes at the Sacy th 

ment, to endeavour ;to-depart fro :. 
every kyown evil, and:to-pratiiſe e '* 
. very: known duty, be a-means to 0 
lige them to it ? Certaiuly there! of 
nothing that in the' nature of 4 

thing leems to be a more [likgly.inl | 
firament to convert men from a: N 
. of fis, to alife.of bolineſs x: than N s. 
41d ac 
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þ lacred remembrance of, our Lord at 
Fi his Table. Sothat if this Ordinance 


be not converting, it mult be, be- 


cauſe God will not: concur by his 


grace 1n ,it ; But whoever faith. 


1 tat, ſpeaks what he cannot know, 


T. 


and caynotproye He talks without: 


] book, and -againſt it 3; and is {0 (Xe: 
1 txayagant 1m his; affertion, ; that” it 


A would bei fglly,to- attempt the'con« 
.] ftuting of him. - 


* o 


This I have (aid on this occaſion, 


1 not to ingage. in a :Controverſie, but 


to, clear a' matter ;of, Chriſtian pra- 


"1 &ice.) And: the, yery iroot of. this 
| Objection lies, inthis conteit; That 
S] the Sarament is not 4 converting 

{ Ordinance, For which, there is #9= 
] thing but. Phaucy, andthe bare ſay- 


ings, of, forme: miſtakets! .tnen; But 
now: it, as. Fhave proved; Fhe S& 


«| ramen may be,and is an Iyſtrument 


6f Converſion Then, iwhy. ſhould 


1 any refrain, becauſe evil men ate ady 


mitted;to it? 


q - (42:18 ; wicked menicome ta the 


Sacrament «that, ar6-pot. perpored 
Or 
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for it, their ##preparednefſs 15 their 
fin, and they ſhall anſwer for it 3 But 
we ought not therefore to neglet 
our duty, becaule they have omitted 
theirs. We may, and we ought to 
adviſe, and admoniſh them to pre- 

rethemſclves for the Ordinance 

fore they come to it: It they 


will not follow: our brotherly ad- | ; 


monition, we cannot help it z we 
have done, what we can, to ren- 
der them more worthy, and their {in 
ſhall not be laid to our charge. To 
prepare onr ſelves for the holy Com- 
munion, and to addreſs our ſelves 
unto it, is that which weare ſure 
concesns us z It we neglee, *tis 
our fin, and other mens fms will 
not cxcule us. Their ſinning in one 
ind, ſhould be no reafon why' we 
ould fix in another; 'There is no 
reaſon that we ſhould farve our 
{clves becauſe others take the bread 
that belongs not to them. 

(5s) It we are worthy Commus- 
nicants, and others receive #awor= 
#bily, They have wo Communion with 
#, 


@-V - @, ©. W- 9. woo 


O 
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us, nor we with them : They only 
eat bread, and drink, wine, but we 
partake of the myſtical body and bloud 
of our Lord. Our Communion is with 
the Father , and with bis Son Feſus 


Chrift, and with the f.zithful, worthy 


receivers, but the unworthy par- 
tahe neither with ws nor them. It 
an Ape leap upon the Table, and 
eat of the bread where friends are 
mct at an entertainment 3 Is he 
theretore a Gueſt? js he one of the 
company? It writings. are to be 
mutually ſcaled there among the 
Friends, and that creature catcheth 
up the {cal, and doth as the Cove- 
tanters do is he therefore a party ? 
He*doth the ſame aFion, but nor 
with the ſatne deſigus and exds 
arid theſe make the communion. The 
caſe is thus in reference to thoſe 
ungodly' men that 7trude to the 
Sacramefit z and the pious Com. 
municants have no reaſon to think 
thertiſelves concern'd in their com- 
pany. Their bedies are together, but 
their ſpirits aA, and move different 
F WAYCSs 
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Wayes. The Communion is ſpiritual, 
and only thoſe that receive.as they 
ought have fellowſhip with Chriſt, 
and With oze another. And this 
were enough to an{wer that part 
of the objcGion alſo, that is taken 
from Scripture, where we are for- 
bid to have fellowſhip with wicked 
men. ButlI add 

(6) When Chriſtians are prohi- 
bited wicked Fellowſhip, Eph.5-1 1 
It is evident that the prohibition 
concerns beathen myſteries , which 
are there calPd the unfruitfil works 
of darkyeſs, bccaule they were uſed 
in cloſe receſſes; and v. 12 the A- 
poſtle faith, it is a ſhame to ſpeak 
of thoſe things that are done of them 
7n ſecret. Chriſtians were not to 
communicate with the Heathens in 
their abominable Myſterzes : No, 
nor may they partake with wicked 
men in any a&iex of vice, nor make 
them their boſom friends , nor be 
concerned with them in other mats: 
ters more than needs; eſpecially it 
they axe opexty prophane, and obſtt- 

MY nately 
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fately ungodly. But it doth not 
therctore follow , that they muſ 
| [forſake their Lords Table, and the 
| [moſt folemn expreſſions of duty to 
| [him, becauſe evil men zntradingly 
[preſent themſelves unto it. 

And whereas Chrittians arc com= 
| [manded to come out from among 
them, and to be ſeparate, 2 Cor. 6. 
. [!7- *Tis plain, that the perſons 
they are required to {cparate from, 
were Heathens and Idolaters : For 
they are called Vabelevers, v- 14+ 
lafidels v. 15. and that they were 
[dolaters is intimated v. 16. What 
ureement hath the Temple of God 
with Idols? whence it follows, 
berefore come out from among them -- 
o that this place doth not cancern 
e preſent bulineſs; Chriſtians 
ere tO ſeparate from the Worſhip 
t Heathen Idolaters, but it doth 
by no means follow hence that they 
aſt forlake the true Chriſtian 
orſhip, becauſe evil men (who 
ct-profeſs Chriſt ) afford their pre- 
e at Its 
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And this may ſufhce for anſwer |, 
to the objections taken from the] ;, 
unworthineſs of others that are ad- | 1, 
mitted in mixt Communions. 

Laſtly, The #uzworthineſs of our|\,,; 
Way of adminiſtration 15 pretend] y, 
ed by ſome as a reaſon, why they[{,, 
cannot communicate with us. Ay 
to this ebj<&ion I ſhall not (ay]ja 
much , becauſe the Toleration his] 4; 
Majeſty hath granted , hath given|,n 
the diſſenters the liberty of thei di 
own ſuppoſed better and fitter me] y;; 
thods. Thereforel ſhall only ſpeak] th, 
bricfly to two exceptions of this] th, 
fort. dil 

(1) The Sacrament is admini| ; 
ſired among us in the way df} uſ 
Forms of Prayer, which they think p,, 
to be contrary to fperitual Worlhip| ſq, 
And ('2) Kneeling at it is required] (;, 
which they ſuppoſe tobe contrarſ,,; 

to the firſt example, and ſo an irtt] (, 
gular poſture of receiving. In 

To the Firſt T ſay theſe thin bal th 
(1) Worſhip and Prayer may: iq; 
ſpiritual , where Forms are uſed], 
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I | For the Piritz rity doth not conliſt 
© | in the invention of words, but in the 
| | due intention and ingagement of the 
ſoul. It we pray in faith, with by- 
Il] mility, ſelf-reſignation » and holy 
| defire of the good things we pray 
J[for, we pray ## the ſpirit, though 
5\by a Form., And if, on the other 
| hand we expreſs our (elves in c0:;- 
I] cezves Prayers never fo fluently 
Miand earxeſtly, and have vpot thye 
IT diſpoſitions of ſoul upon us , when 
Ewe pray, our praycrs are formal, 
&|though without a form. Which of 
ts] theſe is fitteſt in 32 ſelf, I ſhall not 
| diſpute, but only fay, that #ezthey 
NH is unlawful, but both have their 
Muſe ; and add, that oye ſort may be 
nd propereſt at one time, and the other 
Port at another (ealon.{o that *tis filly 

ſuperſtition to be devoted to the 0- 

pinion of oxe of them, as abſolutely 
I to condemn the other as wilawfyul. 
In publick Worſhip , Forms hare 
BY the advantage, in ſecuring the gra- 
3 vity and (olemnity of it, and in this 
601 499, that the Worlhippers know what 
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it is they joyn in : But in ſecret de+ 
votions conceiv*d prayers may lome: 


times ſ#it better with particular oc«f { 
caſions, and may ingage the atlegh « 
&ions more. So that either of thelgF /: 
may be uſed, as ſhall beſt accord] t 


with the ends of prayer. And when] C 
the publick Authority of the Church] 5 
requires the oye, Wwe May not ſerx-| t 
ple it, though we are more affedted| t 
with the other 3 eſpecially, lince weg E 
may n private take the liberty to] t 
aſe which of them we think fitteſt. | a 
C2, Thoſe that are molt againſt] t 
Forms , pray by them, when they| & 
zjoyn with axother that prays, 
though he do it never ſo much ex 
tempore : For the People's minds 
are not concern'd in inventing the 
words they pray by 3 the Miniſter 
gives a Form to them. And it you 
may pray in the Form of a private 
perlon , dictated to you ſuddenly; 
and without deliberation,and which 
rou do not know betore, whether 
ir will agree with good ſenſe, or 
ſeund dottrine > why then may you 
not 
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not do it in the Forms of the Church, 
compos'd by wiſeand reverend per- 
ſons upon matrre conſideration and 
advice; celpecially wh: n' they are 
ſuch, as we do, or may know before 
to be pions and grave, ſuitable to 
Chriſtian neceſſities, and Chriſtian 
Truths? There is no good reaſon 
that I know to make a {cruple of 
the latter, it we admit the former. 
But I ſhall ſay no more now of 
this ſubje& , which would require 


aa particular diſcourle. 1 come to 


the ſecond Branch ot the Obje- 
ions 

CI) Kneeling at the Sacrament 
15not agreeable to the firſt example 3 


our Saviour adminiſlicrd to his 


Diſciples, fitting > and perhaps you 
tear there is ſomething of Popery 
in the poſture of Kneeling. 

I anſwer ( 1.) We are not bound 
toa nice and punCQual oblervance 
of all the circumſtances that were in 
the firſt example : The Sacrament. 
was firſt adminiſtred in the Evegy- 
ing, 1n an vpper room , only to 1'2 

4 perſons, 
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perſons, and thoſe, men, and Eccleſi- 
afticks, or at leaſt ſuch as were de- 
ftined to be ſu : But even the Ob- 
jeorsda not think we are obliged 
to aCt in the Sacrament {trictly at- 
ter the example of theſe particu. 
lars : and why ſhould we ſuppoſe 
our ſelves to be tyed in the mat- 
ter of Pofture, more than in thole v- 
ther cixcum{lances , which we ac- 
knowledge to be of no binding 
nature. (2_) The poſture of thoſe 
times at Meals was not fitting, but 
leaning, according to the then Cu- 
ftom of the Romans. So we read 
Fob. 2 1. 20. That the beloved Dil- 
Ciple lJeaued ou his Maſters breaſt at 
Swpper. And though the Engliſh 
Tranſlation renders Lak. 22+ 14- 
He ſat down, and the Diſciples with 
him : It is in conformity to our 
pbraſe and c»ſtom, which 1s ſitting ; 
tor the word' in the original 
[ drier | doth not unply that po- 
flare, but is applicable to ay other 
that is uſed, as well as fitting. v0 
that if we are ftridtly tyed to the 


original 
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original poſture, we muſt lean at the 
Sacrament , and neither fit, nor 
kneel. But (3) the Inſtitution hath 
not bound us to either the one or 
the other, but left the matter to be 
determined by the general Rules of 
Decency and Reverence And fince 
the Fathers of the Church have com- 
manded hneeling, as the poſture 
moſt expreſſive of our hrmzfity and - 
reverence in receiving the pledges 
of divine Love. I fee no rea{on . 
why any ſhould boggle at it > much 
leſs why they ſhould refuſe their 
Duty, and their Priviledge, abſtain 
from their ſpiritual food, and the 
ſolemn remembrance of their dear 
Lord, rather than do a thing ſo 
innocent, {o decent, and lo reverend, 
which the Auchority of the Church 
requires from them. He hath but 
httle appetite to his meat, that 
will not eat it, except he may do 
it jn ſuch a fafhion asis agrecable 
to his own humour. _ 

I, but the Obje&tor donbts, that. 
there is real dager, and ſomething 
ESE: Ot 
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of Popery in the caſe; the 4's 545 
ule kneeling to lignity their adora- 
#04 of the Hoſt, and the Scrupler 
tears there may be ſome ſuch thing 
in oxy practiſe. But this fear 1s 
very nuucharitable and groundleſs , 
ſince our Church doth lo vehemently 
and conſtantly. declare againſt the 
Tranſubſtantiation of the Romaniſts, 
and the adoration of any creature 3 
And ſince we are alwayes told that 
kneeling is required for 10 other rea- 
{on than to ſignify our bumility and 
reverence ; And though the Papijis 
do expreſs more by that poſture, yet 
{ince our Church declares, that this 
is all ſhe intends in reference to the 
conſecrated Elements , there 1s no 
ground why any ſhould think more 
is meant by it. Kneeling lignifies 
reverence as-well as worſhip, and the 
declaration of the perſon himſelt is 
enough to ſhew which of them he 
intends. But beſides , though the 
Papiſts adore the bread as the real 
body of Chriſt, and theretore kyee! 
cfore it > yet zhat can be no reaſon 

whiy 
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why we ſhould not in this remem- 
brance of our Lord adore Him Him- 
ſelf : They kneel to him as preſent 
corporally;, we worlhip him as vir= 
tally and ſpiritually preſent. 

This I might urge further as a 
politive argument for the poſtzre of 
Kneeling , over and above the ule 
of it as an anſwer to the ObjeQi- 
(ion. Thus all acknowledge, That 
Chriſt. is to be worſhipt. Receiving 
the Sacrament is- the proper. worſhip 
of. Chriſt; and Keeling is a proper 
lignification of adoration © It tol- 
lows that on this account Kneeling 
is ft and fitteſt to be uſed. in the 
action of Communion. But I ſhall 
purſue this matter no further 3 
what have ſaid may fatishe the 
modeſt and reaſonable; and people 
that are (et and reſolv'd in. their 
opinions will not be fatished with 
never ſo much more. 

I ſhould now draw to an cnd, 
but I am loath to leave you with- 
out ſome particular Ryles of Pro- 
paration > Theſe 1 ſhall Jay down 
plainly 
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plainly and bricfly in the enſuing 
periods. 


CHAP, VI. 


He Perſons that are tocometo 

the Sacrament may be diſtin- 
eviſhcd into twoſorts, viz Either 
fuch as do repent and are ſorry for 
their Sins, but have not yet in any 
good degree prevailed over them 3 
or,, Thoſe other more improved, and 
grown Chriftians who in conhtdera- 
ble meaſure have maſtered their 
Sins, and are endowed with many 


habits of Holineſs, and Vertue.. 


The firſt lort are yet under the 
Law, v1% a ſtate of ſenſe, and con- 
viftion of {1n, but have notattained 
to the glorious Liberty of the Sons 


of Ged, or the ſtartc of power over. 


them. But the. others have. arri- 
ved to that power in competent 
meaſure, ſo that tin doth not reign 


in their mortal bodies, becauſe they, 
are. 
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are not «nder the Law, but under 
Grace. For diſtin&tion (ſake I call 
the firſt ſort, Ware Penitents 3 
the ſecond, The. Faithful. Now 
the Preparations that concern theſe 
are difterent as their ſtates arc. 

I. For the bare Penitexts, and 
ſorrowers tor lin, I adviſe them to 
prepare by the Rules following, | 

( 1- ) Endeavour to make your 
ſelves as ſenſible. as you can of the 
evil of fin, Conſider it as enmity 
unto God, and to your own happi- 
neſs 3 as the baſeſt ingratitude, and 
the greateſt deformity 3 as a thing to 
be bated for it ſelf, if thexe were no 
conſideration had to- its effeQs. 
Look upon it as the deftroycr of 
your preſent, as well as future,peace, 
and felicityz as the enſſaver of 
your ſouls to. the Del, and that 
which debaſceth them to. the like- 
neſs, and condition of beaſts. Ag- 
gravate ſuch conſiderations m your 
thoughts by all the cixcumftances 
that may render. fin odious to 
YOu. 

| (2,)Con- 
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( 2. ) Conlider the gracious na- 
ture of the Covenant that God hath 
made with us in his Son; That by 
that Covenant he hath aſſured all 
true Penitents of pardon of their 
fins, and ſtrength againſt them. So 
that be our fins never ſo many, or 
ſo hainows, they will be forgiven, if 
we repent, and turn from. them 
and be they never fo ſtrong, and 
violent upon us, they may be over- 
come, it we accept, and uſe the 
grace that the Covenant offers to 
us. Repreſent theſe things duly, 
and frequently to your thoughts, 
and for the making the deeper im- 
preflions on them, colle& thoſe 
places of Scripture that ſpeak fo 
fully of the Love, and Mercies of 
God, his readineſ7 to pardon, and 
and deſires of our happineſs, the fre- 
quent, and free offers of his kindneſs, 
His ##vitations to finners to come 
unto him, and his often bewailings 
of their obſtinacy, and bardneſs in 
running from him : Conſider that 
he ſent his Son into the. World to 
feek. 
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ſeck, and to ſave them that were loſt, 

to bring, ſinners to repentance, to. 
take away the ſins of the World, to 

deliver us from the wrath to come, 

and that the World throngh him 

might be ſaved ; 1 (ay,draw together 

ſuch paſſages, dwell upon them. in 

thy Mcditations, till thou haſt fild 

thy ſoul with them. And then,thou 

wilt find great incouragement to 

{eek for pardon, and wilt be ſup - 
ported againſt thoſe faintings, and 
deſpondencies, that the meer ſenſe 
of Sin, without a Saviour, might 
occalion in thy Soul. 

(3+) After this, ſummon up all 
thy Reſolutions againſt thy fins. 
Conſider thy baptiſmal ingage- 
ments, how juſt, and reaſonable, 
and meceſſary they. were > Reſolve 
te confirm them by ew Vows. Con- 
tent not thy felt with ſome cold, 
and indefinite intentions of leading 
a new Life ſome time ot other, but 
indeavour to ſcttle in a firm, wnal- 
terable purpole of fighting againſt 
Sin, and living unto God, ve 

thou 
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thou canſt by Reaſon, and Religion, 
by the Conſiderations of Duty and of 
Intereſt; to hx thy foul here. And 
then, 

( 4.) Be earneſt with God in 
Prayer, to give thee a fuller fight 
of. Sin, and clearer, ſarer thoughts 
of pardoning Mercy : To preſent 
thee with more arguments to heigh- 
ten thy reſolutions, and to make 
thy foul more capable of being mo- 
ved by them. I ſay, apply thy felt 
unto God by Prayer, publick, 4 
vate, and ſecret prayer, contetling 
thy own vileneſs, acknowledging 
his Mercies, and reſolving new 
obedience. And being thus pre« 
pared, 

( 5-) Look on the Holy Sacra- 
ment as thy great Duty, and reme- 
dy, As that to which God calls 
thee, and the ſtate and neceſſities 
of thy ſoul call thee; As that Or- 
dinance in which thou art to ſeek, 
and mayſt expeft pardon, and ſtrength, 
reſolution, and peace. Confider this, 
and raife thine appetite, and ex- 
pectations3 
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pectationsz for they that hunger 
an thirſt after righteouſneſs ſhall be 

ed. 
f And now when thou haſt exer- 
ciled thy (elf 3x theſe ats, and the 
time of the holy Communion ap- 
proacheth, Then 

(6.) Imploy thy mind in awaken- 
izg, and afedGionate thoughts of 
Chriſt thy Lord. Conſider the 
greatneſs of his Condeſcenſion, the 
kindneſs of his Undertaking , the 
bolixeſs of his Life, the purity of 
his —_ the benfegs of his 
Sufferings, the power of his Reſir- 
dhe, apd xr of his Aſcen- 
fion. Turn thy go. 4g carneſily, 
and often, upon theſe, and ſpch in- 
ſtances of the Hiſtory of the holy 
Jeſus, and by them diſpoſe thy ſelf 
toa behtting xemembrance of him 
at his Table. | 

And ( Laſtly ) Gather up all thy 
thoughts and refolutions together, 
iz. thy apprebenſions ot the vile- 
neſs of ſin, ot the Grace of the Co- 
venant, and the merits of thy Lord 
Thy 
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Thy purpoſes of leaving every evil 
way,and of renewing thy baptiſmal 
Vows and fay to thy felt, Now is 
the time come, that I muſt ule theſe 
thoughts, and reſolves, that I may 
obtain pardon, and firength,victo- 
ry over fin, and aſſurance of hap- 
pineſs; My Lord invites me to the 
great repreſentation of the evil ot 
{im in his own ſufferings 3 to (ce his 
body wounded, and his ſoul made an 
Offering for $in,in the Type of bread 
broken, and wine powred out : To 
remember his Conqueft over Sin,by 
Death, and a glorivus Reſurrefion: 
To ſee the Covenant of Grace,. and 
pardon ſealed : He invites me to 
theſe Priviledges, and calls upon 
meto bind my ſelf ſtronger in thi; 
holy Covenant, and thereby to 
make my felt the ſubje& of thole 
bleſiings it aſſures, and conveys. 
I ſay, imploy thy ſoul in ſuch 
thoughts, and bring them with 
thee to the Lords Table, ſpread 
them before him- there in humble 
Conteflions, Supplications, and Ac- 
knowledgments, 
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knowledgments, and thou mayſt 
then expect to receive the bcneftt 
thou art {ecking after. 

Theſe are Preparations for a bare 
Penitent, that hath yet made but 
little progreſs in ſubduing of his 
Sins. And though the higheſt de- 
grees of all theſe are not abſolutely « 
neceſlary to the coming of ſzch to 
the Lords Table z yet the more they 
have been exerciſed in them, fo 
much the better it-15;, by fo much 
they are more prepared, and fo much 
more they may expe of the bene- 
hits. But if your minds, that have 
not been uſed to ſpiritual things, 
will not fix long on ſuch thoughts, 
and meditations 3 Ingage them, as 
far as you can proceed in the Me- 
thod preſcribed with that azligence 
and care that becomes one that is 
ſerious : And then, though your pre- 
parations be imperfe& now, they 
may be more compleat againſt ano- 
ther ſeaſon. Itthou art ſenſible they 
have bccn fo defefive, maintain and 
keep up that ſenſe, and reſolve up- 
on 
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on it, to indeavour to fit thy ſelf 
better for «nother Sacrament, by re- 
newing, the ſame method, which 
will be eaſter for thee in the progreſs 
than it was in the beginning. 

As for the other ſort,viz. Il.Thoſe 
that have advanced in the conqueſt of 
etheir ſins; They are to at? over all 
the former particulars, that I have 
adviſed to the bare Penitents : For 
being yet ſinners, and imperfet, they 
have need to uſe that Method : 
And there are theſe few other Di- 
refions to be briefly added that do 
further concern them. 

( 1+) Call your felves to a parti- 
cxlar Account concerning your {ins, 
examining what vices you are moſt 
addifted to; and what are the ſins 
of your tempers , or of your Pro- 
Feſſion,and Calliag 3 when you have 
tound tho'e, exercile particular als 
of Repentarve upon them, and rc- 
new your reſolutions againſt them, 
Conſider, tht allowance of them 
15 inconſiſtent with ſincerity, and a 
ltate of true regeneration > That *tis 

neceſlary 
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neceflary you ſhould oppoſe, aud 
ſubdue themz and that the holy 
Sacrament is tobe uſed as a means 
tor that bleſſed end. 

( 2. ) Examine what ground you 

have got #por your fins ſince the laſt 
Sacrament, whether you are now 
more tender and fearful of offend- 
ing God, than you: were before 
whether your inclination to any evil 
be more weakened, and mortificd ? 
It ſo, take incouragement hence zo 
go 0u with more Chriſtian vigour 
and reſolution. It #ot, bumble your 
{elves for your xnfruitfulneſs, and 
indeavour to diſpoſe your ſouls to 
make a better uſe of the next op- 
portunity. 

(3) Inquire into the ſtate of 
' your ſouls as te your Graces : what 
Graces are wanting, and what are 
weak ? which are growing , and 
which at a ſtand? and when you 
have. found the condition of. your 
ſouls as to theſe, then exerciſe your 
meditations upon thoſe particulars | 
in the Life, Dodrine , and eyes 

0 


113 An Earnell Jnvitation 
of your Lord whom you: areto re- [to| 
member at his Table; that may be [be 
proper for your caſe > Apply your Jgri 
thoughts and cares and refolutions [pa 
that way. Deſign & reſolveto attend Jan 
the holy Sacrament tor the ſzpply [tw 
of thoſe wants, and to endeavour [me 
to uſe it ſo, that the wceded graces |M 
may be obtain'd, and the weak ones | Sa 
may be ftrengthened ; that thofe that JDr 
are at a/tay may be put into moti> [nal 
on torwards,and thoſe that are grow- ]co1 
ing may be further improved. It you ons 
thus provide, and jmploy your [the 
ſelves in the method betorc re- 
membred, you will then be mect Dj 
partakers of the holy Myſteries, and |(or 
may aſſure your ſelves of the bleſ= uſe 
fings and advaytages which -they hit, 
convey. en 


T His Subject would have requi- [and 
red larger diſcourlc, -but my {and 
preſext bulineſs was principally with [htc 
the careleſ7, and wegligent,to whole [to 
condition I have moſily applied my hhej 
(clt.. For the others, that are (ollici- leg 
tous 
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tous for their ſouls, and defirous to 
be further informed about this 
pxeat, and importanb aftair of Pre- 
paration, I ſhall adviſe them to get, 
and carctully to read, and digeſt 
two excellent books of the Sacra- 
ment. The former called Menſa 
Myſtica, or a Diſcourſe concerning the 
Sacrament of the Lords Supper, by 
Dr. Simon Patrick, and the latter, 
named the Chziltian Sacrifice, 
containipg moſt excellent Meditati- 
ons and Prayers both before,and after 
the Sacrament- 

In the fir/t deſign of this little 
Diſcourſe I intended to have added 
ſome things of that ſort for your 
uſe. But while I was thinking of 
it, my Pious, Learned, and excel- 
ent Friend the Author,ſent me one 
of thoſe his laſt books, the Devotion, 
and Piety of which is extraordinary; 
and there is nothing, that I know, 
ter to prepare your affettions, and 
to excite them to the nobleſt 
height of defire and love than thoſe 
eavenly. Meditations; And you 
cannot 
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cannot uſe more proper, judicious Or 
affetionate Prayers, than thoſe he 
hath annext. So that I was exceed- 
ing glad when I ſaw this uſeful, 
much needed Work fo incompa- 
rably well done, that there was no 

. occalion of my doing any more in 

it, than earneſtly to recommend 

that book to your peruſal. And 1 

intreat you to get 1t into your 

Houſes, and from time to time to 

indeavour to warm your {ouls by it, 

when you are'preparing tor the $4- 
crament, and by it to fix you in your: 
reſolutions of living according to your 
ingagements there, when you have 
attended on that blefſed Ordinance. 
And now,my Friends,l leave you 
to the bleſſing of God, and the confi- 
deration of what I have ſaid. What-' 

ever judgment may be made of it, I' 

have this teſtimony, that I meayt it 

ſincerely. And I ſhall never ceaſe to 
pray, that both you,. and I may fin- 
cerely praQice according, to it.” 


Your Frithful Monitor and Servans;* 
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